
T
ra

ve
l i

n
 T

ec
h

n
ic

ol
or

M
ar

ch
 2

0
23

T H E  
B E S T  O F 
W H AT ’ S  
O N B O A R D

T V 
SAVING A 
SINKING 
VENICE

A U D I O 
GET ONBOARD 
WITH OUR 
PLAYLIST

M O V I E S 
IT’S HIGH  
TIME YOU 
WATCH FALL

 MELANIE 
LYNSKEY

FINDS HER  
       PLACE IN  
             THE SUN

00_VIRGINMAR23_REG_COVERv6.indd   5400_VIRGINMAR23_REG_COVERv6.indd   54 16/02/2023   11:5616/02/2023   11:56



No.990402 Rem3dy Health Ltd.indd   2No.990402 Rem3dy Health Ltd.indd   2 15/02/2023   08:5515/02/2023   08:55



No.990402 Rem3dy Health Ltd.indd   3No.990402 Rem3dy Health Ltd.indd   3 15/02/2023   08:5415/02/2023   08:54



LET LIFE UNFOLD
NO ORDINARY STAY 

LONDON |  MANCHESTER |  EDINBURGH |  GLASGOW

KIMPTONHOTELS.COM

Im
a

g
e

 c
re

d
it

 @
L

O
N

D
O

N

No.000000 Kimpton.indd   1No.000000 Kimpton.indd   1 17/02/2023   15:1117/02/2023   15:11



7–24 80–8156–7626–54

Printed on Roto Green  
Silk 100% recycled certified paper

protect

The paper in Vera magazine contains a biocide based on Silver Chloride that has been tested and shown to be effective on viruses including feline coronavirus.

Features

How Yellowjackets’ 
Melanie Lynskey 
reconciles 
feminism and the 
film industry, 
discover St Lucia’s 
country and 
western scene, and 
raise a glass to 
aperitivo time.

Red Hot

Meet the next big 
name in folk music 
– Courtney Marie 
Andrews – 
uncover London’s 
best rainy-day 
hideaways and 
find out why fungi 
make fantastic 
cocktails.

What’s On

Scaling great 
heights for Fall, 
saving Venice 
from peril and 
Vera’s in-house DJ 
explains why our 
boarding music is 
making waves 
even on the 
ground.

Credits

Find out how 
Virgin Atlantic is 
marking B Corp 
Month, how we’re 
gearing up for the 
world’s first carbon 
neutral flight and 
why a postcard 
could bring a smile 
to a class of kids. 
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ANNIK A S HIPPLE
Boston area native Annika has written for 

Lonely Planet, BBC Travel, Time Out and 

many more. She used to work as a Boston 

tour guide, so she enjoyed revisiting the 

city’s historic sites for us. See p20

AARON GRAUBART
This food and drink photographer is a 

regular contributor to The Sunday Times, 

FT Weekend and The Guardian, among 

others. He photographs this season’s most 

enlivening aperitivo cocktails. See p48

ZOEY GOTO 
London-based writer Zoey regularly 

contributes to National Geographic Traveller 
and has written a book called Elvis Style. 

We sent her to St Lucia to meet the island’s 

rhinestone cowboys and girls. See p38

5

MARCH 2023
26–36

TO ADVERTISE IN VERA MAGAZINE EMAIL PATRICK.DUNNE@INK-GLOBAL.COM OR PHONE +44 (20) 7625 0700

05_VIRGINMAR23_RH_CONTENTS_OA.indd   505_VIRGINMAR23_RH_CONTENTS_OA.indd   5 17/02/2023   08:3517/02/2023   08:35



124-128 City Road, London, EC1V 2NX | +44 (0) 203 048 5722 | @morganandbrooksart | www.morganandbrooks.co.uk

“Blue-chip artwork has outperformed the
S&P 500 by more than 250% since 2000.”

investing.com
Our Consultants and Advisors have the
knowledge required to make informed
decisions on the best positions for each
of our clients based on budget, risk level,
current market trends and the best
performing artists. All of these factors play
a high importance to how your portfolio
will perform.

Download our FREE
investment guide by
visiting our website
or scan the QR code. 

Discover the world
of art investment
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Is it a mirage? Nope, it’s a large-scale installation in the middle of the desert, two 
hours east of LA, where the outdoor Desert X festival (4 March to 7 May) of site-

specific art pops up every other year. Totally free and open to all, previous editions 
have included work by heavy hitters like Judy Chicago, Superflex and Kathleen 
Ryan, and each one has a theme that engages with the festival environment.  

The motif this time round is water, which means the art will be anything but dry. 

A CULTURAL DESERT IN COACHELLA VALLEY

 Fly to Los Angeles

7

THINGS TO GET OBSESSED 
WITH RIGHT NOW

C O M I N G  S O O N
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ere’s an incontestable truth about 
film fans: they love rom coms. They 
love them like Harry loved Sally, like 
Tom Hanks swooned for Meg Ryan in 
You’ve Got Mail, like Richard Gere 

only had eyes for Julia Roberts in Pretty Woman. 
And can you blame them? Romantic comedies, 
when done right, are cinema’s purest serotonin 
shot – a reminder that romance can conquer all 
and that true love is out there waiting for you, 
regardless of what you may have thought on the 
bus home from that disastrous Tinder date you 
went on last week. Need proof? Try Ticket to 
Paradise, which reunites rom com favourites Julia 
Roberts and George Clooney. If ever evidence was 
required of how the genre is still alive and kicking 
– or should that be kissing? – this is it: a story of 
two exes determined to stop their lovestruck 
daughter from marrying a seaweed farmer in Bali 
(that old chestnut).

 Why does love for rom coms continue to spring 
eternal? It’s possibly partly because of how the 
genre has diversified in recent years, making rom 
coms more inclusive than ever, without losing 
sight of what audiences tune into these films for 
(chemistry, comic mishaps and at least one scene 
in which someone races to confess their love to 
someone who’s about to catch a plane or train).  Watch Ticket to Paradise and Bros

H
The Nicholas Stoller-
directed laugh-riot Bros 
– now available 
alongside Ticket to 
Paradise  
on our in-flight 
entertainment – was billed 
as the first blockbuster rom 
com from a major studio 
featuring a same-sex 
couple, following smaller 
budget but equally adored LGBTQ+ stories like 
Fire Island and Love, Simon.

 This year is going to be another fruitful period 
for movies in which people realise the right person 
was in front of them all along. Shotgun Wedding 
– starring rom com queen Jennifer Lopez – is an 
action-adventure spin on the genre, in the same 
vein as Sandra Bullock’s The Lost City. Ashton 
Kutcher and Reese Witherspoon’s Your Place or 
Mine is another eagerly anticipated effort on the 
horizon, with Lindsay Lohan’s Irish Wish also 
sounding delightfully bonkers. To butcher a quote 
from Notting Hill, we’re just a magazine column, 
standing in front of Hollywood, asking them to 
keep making the films that we love.

ROM COM STARS  
HAVE CHEMISTRY
Audiences are still head over heels for a good romantic 
comedy, says Al Horner

8

Red Hot

Jennifer 
Coolidge and 
Josh Duhamel 

play mother and 
son in Shotgun 

Wedding despite 
being born only 
11 years apart.

F I R S T  TA K E
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VERDICT: Goody gumdrops

VERDICT: Hidden depths

VERDICT: Messiah complex

Stars are 
hitting the 
right notes

Offbeat screen idol 
Nicolas Cage recently 

told Empire magazine he’d 
love to sing in a musical, 
ideally rock opera Jesus 

Christ Superstar. Talk about 
a Passion project. 
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Comic actor Melissa McCarthy 
will don tentacles and belt 
tunes as evil Ursula in the 
forthcoming live-action 

remake of Disney’s  
The Little Mermaid,  
also out this year.

Can Timothée Chalamet sing? 
We’re about to find out as he 
plays the iconic candyman in 

musical Wonka, this year’s 
prequel to novel Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory. 
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T O N S I LT O W N

08_VIRGINMAR23_RH_FIRSTTAKE2_OA.indd   908_VIRGINMAR23_RH_FIRSTTAKE2_OA.indd   9 16/02/2023   11:2316/02/2023   11:23



No.989617 Sister London PR Carnaby.indd   1No.989617 Sister London PR Carnaby.indd   1 20/01/2023   10:2520/01/2023   10:25



SHE’S SUNG ALONGSIDE 
Dolly Parton and is often compared 
to the great Joni Mitchell, but 
Courtney Marie Andrews is perfectly 
happy to blaze her own trail. Late 
last year the Nashville-based singer-
songwriter released her dazzling eighth 
album, Loose Future. A perfect patchwork 
of folksy ballads and upbeat Americana, it 
also features artwork painted by Andrews 
herself. Ever the nomad, when we call her 
to chat she’s driving from the small town 
of Bisbee, Arizona, to a friend’s birthday 
party at the uber cool El Rey Court hotel in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. We spoke to her about the 
power of tarot, a less than conventional Grammys 
party and her dream of moving to Brighton.

You wrote Loose Future at an artist’s retreat in 
Cape Cod called Almanack Arts. How did you end 
up there?
In the first four months of the pandemic I was 
going through a pretty intense period of depression 
and one of my best friends lives on the cape. She 
invited me to quarantine together. When I got there 
I didn’t want to leave, so I found a writing residency 
on a little island called Nantucket. All their 
programming was cancelled so they gave me a 
little cottage to myself. It was a straight-up miracle! 
I lived there for three months. It was an amazingly 
creative time and also a slow time, which I haven’t 
really ever had in my life.

You’re touring the UK this month – would you ever 
move there?
I think I will one day. I’ve always really wanted to 
live in Brighton. It’s just so dreamy – it’s by the sea, 
and there are those pastel-coloured buildings.

“Attending my first Grammys 
on Zoom wasn’t ideal”

TOUTED AS THE NEXT BIG THING IN FOLK, 
COURTNEY MARIE ANDREWS’ ASCENT 
HAS BEEN SWIFT (AND A LITTLE 
SURREAL), FINDS LEONIE COOPER

11
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R I S I N G  S TA R
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You’ve referred to yourself as a former “crusty punk 
teen”. How much of that crusty punk teen still lives 
inside you?
I think for the most part it’s behind me, but there’s 
a mentality that I’ll always carry of the freedom 
and also strength and community of that genre of 
music. It’s more of an ethos thing. But that kind of 
music has never come naturally to me. I’ve always 
been much more of a ballad writer. Ballads just 
come to me. I don’t know why, they just do!

So you’re not sitting on a secret album of  
punk tracks…
No – but who knows! I’m definitely the type of 
person who at some point that might switch on  
and that might be exciting to me.

In 2021 you were nominated for the Best  
Americana Grammy for your album Old Flowers. 
The ceremony was still under strict Covid 
protocol – how was the experience  
for you?
Well, we were all on Zoom, so it was not exactly 
the ideal Grammy situation! But, honestly, it 
was its own kind of special day in a way. I had a 
few friends over in my garden and we celebrated 
around a fire, and maybe that was exactly the kind 
of way my record Old Flowers should have been 
celebrated – in the company of friends and not a 
big bunch of hullabaloo.  Listen to Loose Future

You released your debut poetry 
collection, Old Monarch, that same 
year. Are there plans for a follow-up?
I’m working on another collection.  
I don’t know when it will be done,  
but it’s certainly something that’s  
at the forefront of my mind. I write 
poems over a series of years. My 
favourite poet, Jack Gilbert, said you 
can’t really just sit down and write 
poems. Life happens and then you  
write a poem.

Do you think there’s also a novel  
in you?
I actually have two long-form books 
that I’ve chipped away at over the 
years, but I’m not sure if I want it to  
be fiction or memoir. But I can see  
that happening, definitely, in the next 
10 years.

Eight albums, a poetry collection and 
books in the pipeline – you’re pretty 
prolific. Are you already working on 
record number nine?

I have too much work right now to know what 
to do with! It’s a good problem to have, but also 
daunting. I have a new album already, but I don’t 
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From top:  
Performing at 
Union Chapel 
in Islington in 
2021; with 
Brandi Carlisle 
at the 2019 
Americana 
Music Honors 
& Awards

know if that’s going to be released or not. I’m 
always working on songs and I have a whole well 
of them ready to go.

You also read your own tarot. What’s the 
importance of tarot in your life? 
I don’t know if it’s really telling your future or 
not – who the hell knows. For me, whatever 
card you draw you answer it back with your true 
feeling. I’ve noticed that I use it a lot in times of 
turmoil in my life. I know things are pretty good 

in my life if I’m not going to my tarot cards. For 
a long time I used the Marseille deck but my 
friend and I came up with a loophole about the 

superstition that you can’t buy your own deck. 
Right before Christmas she and I went to the 
witch store and we bought each other a  
new deck.

12
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“I USE TAROT A LOT IN TIMES OF TURMOIL IN MY 
LIFE. I KNOW THINGS ARE PRETTY GOOD IN MY 
LIFE IF I’M NOT GOING TO MY TAROT CARDS”

11_VIRGINMAR23_RH_STAR_OA.indd   1211_VIRGINMAR23_RH_STAR_OA.indd   12 17/02/2023   08:3417/02/2023   08:34



1809 Brickell Avenue, Miami, Florida 33129
Schedule an appointment +1 786 713 3245  MiamiSRR.com

Exquisite Bayfront Views
Situated along the beautiful coastline of South Brickell, with exquisite bayfront views, 

an on-proper�  private marina, and an exclusive fi ne-dining restaurant by Michelin-starred chef 
Fabio Trabocchi, The St. Regis Residences, Miami off er a lifetime of legendary moments — 

a place where the history and heritage of a timeless brand enables a signature way of life, 
propelled by impeccable service, world-class design and unparalleled connoisseurship.

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. 
FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE AND THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY 
SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE.
The St. Regis Residences, Miami is developed by 1809 Brickell Property Owner, LLC (“Developer”). The St. Regis Residences, Miami is not owned, developed, or sold by Marriott 
International, Inc. or its affiliates (“Marriott”). Developer uses the St. Regis marks under a license from Marriott, which has not confirmed the accuracy of any of the statements or 
representations made about the project by Developer. Developer also uses the trade names, marks, and logos of licensors: (1) The Related Group; and (2) Integra Investments, 
LLC. None of the licensors is the Developer. The Developer is not incorporated in, located in, nor resident of, New York. This is not intended to be an offer to sell, or solicitation of 
an offer to buy, condominium units in New York or to residents of New York, or of any other jurisdiction were prohibited by law. Consult the Developer’s Prospectus to understand 
this offering, the amenities specific to each tower, the proposed budgets, terms, conditions, specifications, fees, Unit dimensions and method for calculation, site plans, and 
to learn what is included with purchase and by payment of regular assessments. All prices are subject to change at any time and without notice, and do not include optional 
features or premiums for upgrades. 2023© 1809 Brickell Property Owner, LLC. 
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HOW TO 
STAY DRY 
IN LONDON
Let’s face it, British weather can be  
a tad unpredictable. Luckily, London is 
brimming with cosy places to hide in. 
Writer Isabelle Aron picks her 
favourite wet-weather retreats from 
her new book, Rainy Day London

LIBRERIA,  
BRICK LANE
Want to dodge the rain 

and the relentless 

notifications on your 

phone? Switch off at 

Libreria, a bookshop just 

off Brick Lane. It operates 

a “no phones” policy to 

encourage visitors to 

browse without 

distraction. Books are 

arranged by intriguing 

themes like “dark times” 

and “bad feminist” to help 

you find titles you might 

otherwise miss. 

THE CHURCHILL ARMS, KENSINGTON
This classic London boozer is festooned with flower baskets, making it a 

strong contender for the city’s prettiest pub – it’s even won awards at the 

Chelsea Flower Show for its foliage. At Christmas, the display is swapped 

for festive firs and twinkling lights. As for the Churchill connection, the 

story goes that the wartime prime minister’s grandparents were regulars 

in the 1800s so it was renamed in his honour after World War II. The floral 

theme extends indoors, where tangled vines compete for wall space with 

Churchill memorabilia and bric-a-brac.  

14
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When the central 
couple in The Menu 
(played by Nicholas 

Hoult and Anya 
Taylor-Joy) travel 
to a private island 

to eat at a 
restaurant helmed 
by a world-famous 

chef (Ralph 
Fiennes), they soon 
realise they’re in for 

more than they 
counted on. Though 

the appropriately 
wild terrain of the 

film reeks of 
Scotland, it’s 

actually a heavily 
landscaped Tybee 

Island, a sunny 
speck near 

Savannah, Georgia, 
heralded for its 
sandy beaches, 

old-school pier 
and throwback 
charm. To the 

residents  
of this 

gorgeous 
isle: we’ll 

have what 
you’re 

having.

Isle of fright 
in Georgia
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n Rainy Day London: A Practical Guide – 100 Places  
to Keep Dry by Isabelle Aron (Quadrille, £12.99)

 Fly to Atlanta

ELTHAM PALACE, 
ELTHAM
London isn’t short of 

brilliant galleries and 

museums, but for a 

cultural excursion away 

from the Zone 1 tourist 

trail, head to Eltham 

Palace in south-east 

London. Built for Edward 

IV in the 1470s, this Tudor 

pile was bought by 

millionaires Stephen and 

Virginia Courtauld in the 

1930s, when they restored 

the Great Hall and tacked 

on an Art Deco mansion. 

These days, it’s run by 

English Heritage, which 

means you can snoop 

around at your leisure. 

MA X’S SANDWICH SHOP, CROUCH HILL
What’s your go-to sarnie filling? Egg mayo? Cheese and pickle? At 

Crouch Hill’s much-loved Max’s Sandwich Shop, founder Max 

Halley does things a little differently. All his creations have to 

meet his ultimate sandwich checklist, which includes something 

hot, cold, sweet, sour, crunchy and soft. With that in mind, Max 

fills his homemade focaccia with inventive ingredients like spring 

rolls, Bombay mix and MSG mayo. 
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The Ham, Egg 
’n’ Chips is 
a perennial 

at Max’s 
Sandwich 

Shop in north 
London. 

JAMES SMITH 
 & SONS,  
BLOOMSBURY
If you’re caught in a 
downpour, there are 
plenty of places in the city 
to grab a bog-standard 
brolly, but there’s 
nowhere quite like James 
Smith & Sons. This 
family-run umbrella 
business has been going 
since 1830 and its branch 
on New Oxford Street 
opened in 1857, making it 
one of London’s oldest 
existing shops. From the 
preserved Victorian 
shopfront to the array of 
handmade umbrellas 
inside, a visit here feels 
like travelling back in time.
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Okay, alright, it 
sounds weird. But 
mushrooms, in all 
their rich, umami 
variety, actually 
make splendid 

drink ingredients. 
Take the maitake 
mushroom rinsed 
with Nikka Coffee 
Gin and vermouth 
in a Martini #3 at 
Asterid in LA. Or 

shiitake mushroom-
infused gin with 

celery vodka at the 
Ivy Room in New 
York’s Royalton 

Park Avenue hotel. 
London’s bonkers, 
brilliant Lyaness 

steals the show, as 
ever. How? By 
electrocuting  
its “thunder 

mushrooms” before 
dunking them in 
Stauning Smoke 
and Craigellachie 
single malt with 

bread bitters and  
a splash of 

Henrietta’s tea. 
Magic!

Caps off to 
mushroom 
cocktails 

The ahi tuna carpaccio at La Société is undistilled 
West Coast savoir-faire

PERFECT POISSON 
IN SAN FRANCISCO

SOMEWHERE ALONG THE 
line French cuisine acquired a 
reputation for being terribly old 
world and fiddly. Fair? Perhaps. 
But a resurgence is underway, 
quelle surprise, in a San Fran hotel 
lobby. La Société, at the Hyatt 
Regency in swanky SoMa, is run 
by head chef Alexandre Viriot. 
He’s worked under such titans of 
the toque as Alain Ducasse and 
Joël Robuchon, and these days 
he’s expressing elegant old French 
formats through the bountiful 
medium of California produce. 
That means free-range Sonoma 
County “Liberty” birds in his duck 

à l’orange or smoked salmon 
rillettes, irreverently dusted with 
everything bagel spice. This here 
is the niçoise-inspired ahi tuna 
carpaccio, fresh catch from the 
Pacific, drenched in tangy 
Picholine olive vinaigrette. It’s a 
witty space – tricolore accents, 
bistro curtains – for bold French 
cooking that’s 
devoid of 
cliché (that’s  
français for 
“stereotype”, 
duh).

 Fly to San Francisco

 Fly to Los Angeles & New York W
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From top: Ahi 
tuna carpaccio 
and roasted 
duck à l’orange, 
accompanied 
by thumbelina 
carrots and 
grilled chicory
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WINDJAMMER, ST LUCIA
The spa at this all-inclusive – astride the 

coast at the foot of a lush, tree-lined hill  

– takes a holistic approach to wellness 

with packages that encompass fitness, 

massage, beauty and more.

SIX SENSES, ISRAEL
Six Senses Shaharut derives its design 

inspo from the ancient nomadic 

Nabataean people, with programmes from 

Ayurvedic energy healing and aura 

readings to hammam massages.

WE CARE SPA,  
DESERT HOT SPRINGS

The folks at this spa retreat in the 

California desert believe in the healing 

powers of nutritive fasting, eschewing 

solid foods for shakes, juices and teas.

3 MORE 
WELLNESS
RETREATS

 Fly to Los Angeles
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SENSEI PORCUPINE CREEK  
IS A HEALTH SPA FOR THE AGES

IT’S BECOME A thing, lately, among Californian 
billionaires to sink fortunes into the ancient 
conundrum of how to live forever. Take tech 
founder Larry Ellison. His Sensei start-up looks for 
data-driven principles on how to keep healthy and, 
essentially, not die. before you even arrive at 
high-end luxury resort Sensei Porcupine Creek, 
near Palm Springs, a crack team of physiologists, 
nutritionists and former pro athletes assess you and 
craft a bespoke wellness programme. They might 
prescribe golf on Sensei’s own professional course, 
gravity-defying wall yoga sessions, or meditative 
strolls in the Santa Rosa foothills. Or nourishment 

Eternal life 
in SoCal 

from an on-site 
Nobu, with futuristic 
breakfasts like 
coconut jam on 
shokupan bread. 
There’s high art – 
from Ellison’s swish 

collection – lush palms, a cool lagoon pool and 
bedrooms fusing smart Japanese minimalism with 
sunny SoCal optimism. And 600 thread count 
sateen sheets. Because that never gets old. 
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he poet, humourist and physician 
Oliver Wendell Holmes once dubbed 
the Massachusetts State House “the 
hub of the solar system”, a reference 
Bostonians quickly transformed into 

one of the city’s enduring nicknames: the Hub of 
the Universe or simply, the Hub. 

However exaggerated the soubriquet, Boston’s 
influence on the history and culture of the United 
States is undisputed. It was here that the 
American Revolution began nearly two and a half 
centuries ago, a legacy the city will celebrate over 
the next few years, beginning with 
commemorative events marking the 250th 
anniversary of the Boston Tea Party later in 2023.

On the night of 16 December 1773, a large 
group of colonists, many of them disguised as 
Mohawk warriors, swarmed aboard three British 
ships moored at Boston Harbor and dumped 340 
chests’ worth of tea overboard to protest what 
they viewed as unfair taxation without 
representation. With costumed interpreters and 
replicas of the original vessels, the Boston Tea 
Party Ships & Museum tell the story of this 
dramatic event, the first major action against 
British rule.

The rest of Boston’s key 
Revolutionary War attractions are 
located along the Freedom Trail,  
a 4km walking route marked in the 
pavement with red bricks or paint. 
Guided tours are available through 
the Freedom Trail Foundation, 
which also has a downloadable 
Freedom Trail tour app available  
to buy. 

At the trail’s western end lies 
Boston Common, the oldest city 
park in the country, founded in 1634. 
Here early residents grazed their 
cattle, colonial militia mustered and 
British Redcoats encamped. Today it 
is a popular recreation spot with 
ever-evolving attractions that 

REVOLUTIONARY 
SPIRIT IN BOSTON
On the 250th anniversary of the Boston Tea 
Party, Annika S Hipple celebrates the places 
that helped birth a nation

T

Above:  
Beacon Hill’s 
Acorn Street  
is one of the 
city’s most 
photographed 
thoroughfares
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include a brand-new, much-discussed memorial, 
The Embrace, honouring Dr Martin Luther King 
and Coretta Scott King, who met while studying in 
Boston. Nearby, the Granary Burying Ground is 
the final resting place of numerous Revolutionary 
era notables including Paul Revere, Samuel Adams 
and John Hancock. 

A single admission ticket gives access to the  
Old South Meeting House and the Old State House 
(1), both housing exhibits on key events and people 
in Boston’s history of revolution and protest. The 
former was a Puritan place of worship and an 

important city gathering 
space that saw many protest 
meetings, including those 
that launched the Boston Tea 
Party. The latter was the seat 
of the British colonial 
government and, briefly, of 
the Massachusetts state 
government. Outside the Old 
State House, a stone circle in 
the pavement marks the 
approximate location of the 
March 1770 Boston Massacre, 
when British troops fired on 
angry colonists, killing five 
and wounding six others.

A resolute statue of 
firebrand Founding Father 
Samuel Adams stands on a 
pedestal outside Faneuil 
Hall, a building known as 
the Cradle of Liberty for the 
many significant debates 
and discussions that took 

place here. Down a nearby lane, the Green 
Dragon Tavern carries on the name and tradition 
of a historic pub – sadly demolished in 1832 – 
whose regular patrons included Paul Revere and 
John Hancock. According to legend, it was in the 
original Green Dragon that an eavesdropper 
overheard the British plans to march to Lexington 
and Concord to seize a rumoured cache of 
colonial arms, a vital piece of intelligence  
that prompted Revere and William Dawes to 
make their famous midnight rides to warn  
local militiamen. 
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Commemorative events
marking the 250th 

anniversary of the Boston Tea
Party begin later this year
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Urbaniser is a new app 
for organising and 

sharing the places you 
love in any city in the 
world. All the venues 
featured in this story 
have been collected 
for you to download, 

just scan the QR code.

Boston, in  
your pocket

ISABELLA STEWART  
GARDNER MUSEUM

Housed in a three-storey mansion, this 

gorgeous museum displays the impressive 

collection of artwork and artefacts 

accumulated by its wealthy namesake.

BOSTON PUBLIC GARDEN
The nation’s first public botanical garden is 

famous for its pedal-powered Swan Boats, 

which have been plying the lake since 1877. 

Nearby Make Way for Ducklings sculpture 

immortalises a classic children’s book. 

BEACON HILL
The Massachusetts State House tops one of 

the city’s most historic areas. In the 19th 

century, the north slope was the centre of 

Boston’s African-American community, 

marked by the Black Heritage Trail.    

3 MORE ICONIC SPOTS IN BOSTON

Also on the same block 
are the Bell in Hand Tavern 

(2), which dates from 1795 
and claims to be the nation’s 

oldest continuously operating pub, and the Union 
Oyster House (3), which opened in 1826 and has 
counted many famous figures 
among its regulars, including 
John F Kennedy.

JFK’s mother, Rose Fitzgerald 
Kennedy, was born in the nearby 
North End, Boston’s oldest 
residential neighbourhood, where 
Revere also lived for many years 
with his large family in a 
four-room home that provides a 
fascinating example of 18th-
century living conditions. Paul 
Revere House (4) is not far from the Old North 
Church, where Revere famously instructed sexton 
Robert Newman to hang two lanterns in the steeple 
on the night of 18 April 1775 – a prearranged signal 

Below: Paul 
Revere House 
on North 
Square was 
built around 
1680 and 
opened to the 
public in 1908

 Fly to Boston
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to patriots on the opposite side of the Charles River 
that British troops were approaching by boat. Early 
the next morning, the British troops encountered 
organised resistance from colonial militia, known as 
Minutemen, culminating in the first armed 
engagements of the Revolutionary War.

Two months later, the Battle of Bunker Hill – the 
Revolution’s first large-scale clash of arms – took 
place in Charlestown, opposite the North End. The 
name of the battle is a misnomer, since it was 
actually fought on neighbouring Breed’s Hill, where 

an obelisk 
known as the 
Bunker Hill 
Monument (5) 
was erected 50 
years later. 
Reaching the 
top requires a 
294-stair climb 
up a winding 
narrow 
staircase, but 
the views are 

unmatched. Across the street, the free Bunker Hill 
Museum has dioramas and other exhibits related to 
the battle.

While in Charlestown, stop in at the Warren 
Tavern, just a few blocks from the monument. 
Founded in 1780 and named for Dr Joseph Warren, 
who was killed at Bunker Hill, it was another 
favourite haunt of Paul Revere, and George 
Washington also enjoyed dropping by for a good 
meal and camaraderie. Raise a frothy Samuel 
Adams ale to the revolutionary spirit that still 
courses through the city.
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Statesman 
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at the Union 
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Come, Capture The Light at Boston HarborCome, Capture The Light at Boston Harbor
An illuminating presence in Boston since 1987, we’ve always been a special place where many paths converge. An illuminating presence in Boston since 1987, we’ve always been a special place where many paths converge. 
Our Forbes Five-Star & AAA Five Diamond urban resort pairs timeless beauty and modern elegance with a hint of magic. Our Forbes Five-Star & AAA Five Diamond urban resort pairs timeless beauty and modern elegance with a hint of magic. 

T. +1.617 439-7000 
70 Rowes Wharf - Boston - MA 02110 
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f the characters in the Jurassic Park 
movies have learnt anything – and 
some would argue they haven’t 
because they keep cloning dinosaurs 
– it’s that trying to live alongside 

dinosaurs is messy. They’re huge, they’ve got sharp 
appendages and they’re hungry. 

Normally, to circumvent this unfortunate truth 
about these dangerous, overgrown reptiles, the 
irresponsible scientists of Jurassic Park will try 
to keep them in cages. But in Jurassic World: 
Dominion, we are presented with a world in which 
dinosaurs are in fact living alongside humans, and 
they need to find a way to co-exist. Which raises 
the question: how realistic is such a scenario? Could 
we all just get along?

As well as being the author of The Rise and Fall 
of the Dinosaurs, Professor Steve Brusatte was 
the paleontology consultant on Jurassic World: 
Dominion. Who better to ask? “The world was 
generally a lot hotter when the dinosaurs lived,” 
says Professor Brusatte, “and the atmosphere was 
very different. Most dinosaur species never saw a 
blade of grass or a flower or a mammal bigger than 
a lap dog.” The dinosaurs would struggle in today’s 
world, which we have adapted to our needs. Not 
only would they be chilly, they’d also have a lot less 
oxygen than they were used to.

Even if they adapted to the environment, the 
sheer size of dinosaurs would present terrifying 
problems for both them and us. Because we weren’t 
there to see them up close, it’s difficult to appreciate 
just how enormous dinosaurs 
were when they 
roamed the Earth. 
Brontosauruses 
were bigger than 
Boeing 737s, 
and would 
have dwarfed 
giraffes and 
elephants. The 

amount 
of vegetation 
they would consume 
would be colossal. “They would probably decimate 
our lawns and gardens,” says Professor Brusatte. The 
Tyrannosaurus rex, meanwhile, could almost have 
swallowed the largest living carnivores – polar bears 
– in one go. “Nothing would really be safe around a 
T-Rex, whether dog, horse or human.” You’ve seen 
the films. You know what happens. 

So even if the atmosphere was dino-friendly and 
they got enough to eat, could we lead a happy life 
alongside our prehistoric buddies? Yes, says the 
expert, but not for long. Although we co-exist with 
lots of animals in 2023, we are gradually destroying 
them. “Throughout human history, every time 
humans have come up against big and scary animals, 
we have annihilated them,” Professor Brusatte says. 
“Sadly, we would probably do the same with the 
dinosaurs. We would use our high intelligence and 
advanced weapons to do away with them.”

It’s not a great surprise to hear. There isn’t a lot of 
human-dinosaur hugging in the Jurassic Park films. 
We have always been given a consistent picture of 
how life would look if we tried to bring the scaly 
lads back. Either they go – or we do.

THE VERDICT
Half an hour of happy 

families, then 

absolute chaos.

Could humans and 
dinosaurs co-exist?

INSPIRED BY JURASSIC WORLD: DOMINION, RALPH JONES WANTS TO KNOW WHETHER 
OUR SPECIES COULD LIVE SIDE BY SIDE WITH A BUNCH OF OVERGROWN REPTILES 

 Watch Jurassic World: Dominion

I
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around the American Southwest.
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 PHOTOGRAPHS: 
GIZELLE HERNANDEZ

AFTER DECADES IN 
HOLLYWOOD, MELANIE 

LYNSKEY FINALLY BLEW UP 
AS ONE OF THE LEADS IN 

SURVIVALIST DRAMA 
YELLOWJACKETS. NOW 

THAT SHE’S IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT, SHE’S MAKING 

SURE HER MESSAGE – 
ABOUT SELF-LOVE AND 

STICKING TO YOUR GUNS  
– IS HEARD, FINDS  
JESSICA PRUPAS
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elanie Lynskey knows the world is unfair and she 
hates it. She tells me as much when I reach her 
via Zoom in Vancouver, where she’s filming the 
second season of Yellowjackets. “I think the world 
is set up so unfairly. It’s so unfair towards women. 
Women are made to feel bad about everything,” 
she says. “You’re supposed to be sexy, you’re 
supposed to bounce back from having a baby, 
you’re supposed to do all these things. It’s like, do 
you even understand how much help you need to 
even continue to work after you have a child?”

After 30 years as a working actor, she has a 
lot of experience with the acute unfairness of 
Hollywood. She has spent most of her career 
playing memorable supporting roles in iconic films 
like But I’m a Cheerleader (1999) and Coyote Ugly 
(2000) – but, because of the way the industry 
was, or continues to be, she didn’t get a lot of lead 
offers. That slowly began to change a few years 
ago with beefier roles in projects like cult TV show 
Togetherness (2015). Flash forward to now and 
you’ll find Lysnkey in Yellowjackets, a psycho-
horror-cum-mystery about a group of high 

29
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“WHEN I HAD TO DO PUBLICITY FOR HEAVENLY 
CREATURES, I WOULD NOT WEAR MAKE-UP AND  

I WORE SNEAKERS TO THE VENICE FILM FESTIVAL”

schoolers who are left stranded in the wilderness 
after a plane crash. The show is an epic hit and 
Lynskey is the undisputed star, having scored an 
Emmy nom, a Critics’ Choice Award and a lot more 
attention than she’s used to. 

So, what changed? The industry has shifted, 
sure, but part of it is Lynskey herself – throughout 
her career, she’s always stuck to her principles, and 
it’s finally paying off. Take one example: Lynskey 
didn’t exactly roll over immediately when the show’s 
creators, Ashley Lyle and Bart Nickerson, offered 
her the part. “My process [before I committed to 
the show] was just to make sure they had a plan 
going forward – and they had such a strong idea of 
what they wanted to do.” They gave Lynskey the 
hard pitch, outlining in detail how they saw the plot 
unfolding over a five-season arc. It was ultimately 
their clarity of vision that made Lynskey sign on the 
dotted line. 

Being an in-demand actor in LA who can afford 
to be picky about the work she takes on wasn’t a 
likely future for Lynskey, who grew up in a small, 
isolated town called New Plymouth, on New 
Zealand’s north island. She is the oldest of five 
siblings, with parents who she describes as “big 
personalities”. “If there was a Real Housewives 
of New Plymouth, my mother would be the first 

person they would cast,” she says. “She’s 
very different from me. Lots of long 
blonde hair, lots of jewellery and high 

heels all the time no matter what.”
Her version of teenage rebellion 

was rejecting make-up and refusing 
to buy into a beauty industry she 
believed was harming women. This 
outlook was bolstered by New 
Zealand society (which she calls 

“very feminist”) and a formative 
relationship with a painter she 
babysat for, whose book collection 
included incendiary classics from 
Margaret Atwood, Gloria Steinem and 
Betty Friedan. “The kids would go to 
bed and I would just read. She’d come 

From above: Juliette 
Lewis, Tawny Cypress 
with Melanie Lynskey 
in Yellowjackets; 
Lynskey and hubby 
Jason Ritter
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the help of her best friend Juliet Hulme (played 
by Winslet), plotted to kill her own mother. It 
launched Winslet’s film career, but for years after, 
all Lynskey got was… crickets. Any comparison 
stung a little. “It just didn’t feel fair to me. We just 
don’t get Kate Winslets every day. Even I at the 
time was like, ‘That’s a movie star. Leave me alone. 
I have my own path.’”

Eventually, that path led her to Ever After – her 
next big role, playing Drew Barrymore’s stepsister 
in a pseudo-Cinderella story. After that, work was 
steady and she eventually moved to Los Angeles 
when she was 22. But there were aspects of her 
adopted city she found challenging, to say the 
least. “Everyone was so tiny. I didn’t know people 
could be so thin,” she recalls. “I was skinny in New 
Plymouth. I’d go into rooms that were just filled 
with the tiniest and most beautiful people from 

Melanie Lynskey plays 

Shauna in hit Showtime 

series Yellowjackets. The 

show explores a tense 

survival struggle between 

a team of teen soccer 

players forced to fend  

for themselves in the 

wilderness after a freak 

accident. The series was 

apparently inspired by 

William Golding’s classic 

novel Lord of the Flies, in 

which (as you’ll recall) a 

bunch of schoolboys is 

marooned on an island 

together, with grisly 

consequences. “Lord of the 
Flies is about how 

socialisation falls away 

and how society is a 

facade,” Yellowjackets 

creators Ashley Lyle and 

Bart Nickerson told  

The Hollywood Reporter. 
“We thought, who is more 

socialised than women?  

As girls, you learn early on 

how to make people like 

you and what the social 

hierarchies are.” Why 

aren’t there more female 

survival flicks, you might 

ask? Wild, starring Reese 

Witherspoon, is a 

noteworthy exception.  

And Fall (showing on Vera) 

ropes together two 

borderline frenemies 

on top of a 2,000ft 

radio mast. 

CODE YELLOW 
 THE INSPIRATION BEHIND 

YELLOWJACKETS

“WHEN I LOOK BACK AT HOW SMALL I WAS AND 
HOW I’D CONSTANTLY GET OFFERED THOSE 
ROLES… I HAD TO FIGHT BACK AGAINST THAT”

every town in the world.” She tells me that, at the 
time, she had suffered from disordered eating for 
many years. It became a real challenge “not to get 
thrown off course”.

It certainly didn’t help that she was being put 
up for roles as the “fat friend”, in her words. 
“When I look back at how small I was and how  
I’d constantly get offered [those] roles…” she  
trails off. “I had to fight back against that for 
many, many years, saying I’m not willing to do 
that. And for a long time I was with an agency 
that was like, ‘Why not?’ It’s, like, because these 
roles shouldn’t exist.”

Lynskey paints a paradoxical picture of her 
younger self. On the one hand, her self-esteem 
was terribly fragile, her body confidence shot; 

home from dinner a bit tipsy and I’d talk to her 
about what I was reading. That was kind of  
my education.” 

These early encounters left a lasting imprint 
on Lynskey and as her career progressed, she 
carried these principles with her. “When I had to 
do publicity for Heavenly Creatures, I would not 
wear make-up and I wore sneakers to the Venice 
Film Festival. [My mom] was literally weeping and 
saying, ‘Please, don’t do this!’”

That was Lynskey’s very first professional 
role. Directed by Peter Jackson, the film stars a 
15-year-old Lynskey opposite a then unknown 
Kate Winslet. The whole thing was a crazy 
chance: Lynskey was scouted by Jackson when 
he was doing the rounds at New Zealand schools, 
searching for the right young actor to play 
Pauline Parker, the real-life Kiwi girl who, with 

Jasmin Savoy Brown, 
Juliette Lewis, 
Christina Ricci  
and Lynskey at the 
Yellowjackets premiere 
in Los Angeles, 
November 2021
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Born
Melanie Jayne 
Lynskey was born 
16 May 1977 in New 
Plymouth, New 
Zealand. Her father 
is an orthopaedic 
surgeon and  
her mother is a 
former nurse.

Education
She attended New 
Plymouth Girls’ 
High School, where 
she founded the 
dramatic improv 
team (a skill that 
came in handy 
during her Heavenly 
Creatures audition, 
which was 
improvised) before 
studying English at 
Victoria University 
of Wellington.

Fun fact
When she accepted 
her Critics’ Choice 
Award for her part 
in Yellowjackets, 
Lynskey thanked 
her child’s nanny in 
her acceptance 
speech, causing a 
stir online. “If I’m 
making a list of the 
most important 
people, she’s top  
of my list,” she  
said later.

Key works
Heavenly Creatures 
(1994)
Lynskey’s first 
professional role,  
in which she and 
Kate Winslet star as 
real-life schoolgirls 
(left) who form an 
obsessive friendship 
and plot to kill one 
of their mothers. 

Togetherness 
(2015–16)
Cancelled after two 
seasons, this HBO 
series created by 
the Duplass brothers 
has since amassed a 
cult fanbase.

Candy (2022)
Lynskey received 
her first Critics’ 
Choice Award 
nomination for her 
portrayal of Betty 
Gore, a murdered 
Texas housewife 
(above).

Yellowjackets 
(2021–)
This juggernaut  
TV series earned 
Lynskey a Critics’ 
Choice Award and 
an Emmy nod. Its 
second season 
premieres this 
month.

SWEET DREAMS
MELANIE LYNSKEY’S CV

“I WANT MY DAUGHTER TO SEE A HEALTHY 
MOTHER WHO LOVES HERSELF. I WANT HER TO 

SEE THAT YOU CAN HAVE BREAD...”

on the other, she held strong convictions that 
she defended to the hilt. When I ask her how 
this could be, she has an explanation. “I think my 
feminist principles were stronger than however 
I felt about myself. I starved myself and was 
punishing and critical, but I did believe that 
beauty standards are unrealistic and I understood 
how I would be contributing to that by agreeing 
to play a character who’s just sitting in the corner 
eating a candy bar and being the butt of a joke.”

She tells me those complicated feelings that 
ravaged her younger years took a long time to 
work through. These days, she feels steadier on 
her feet, which she mostly credits to becoming a 
mother. “There really is something about having 
a daughter that makes me not want to waste any 
more time on that,” she tells me. And by “that”, 
she means the crippling, constant dissatisfaction 
many women feel about their looks. “I don’t 
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want her to see me obsessing, looking in the 
mirror. I want her to see a healthy mother who 
loves herself. I want her to see that you can have 
bread... like, some people don’t eat bread!”

This sure-footedness is something she wants to 
model for her young cast mates on Yellowjackets 
as well. When they’re all on location in Vancouver, 
she regularly invites them over to her apartment, 
where everyone will have emotional heart-to-
hearts under Lynskey’s watch. “I feel like a mom, 

a big sister and a camp counsellor,” she 
tells me. She wants her young peers 
to know she’s there for them – even 
though, she says, they seem to need less 
help than she did. “They’re so far ahead 
of where I was at their age,” she says 
effusively. “Sophie [Nélisse, who plays 
the young Shauna] is so smart and sure 
of her boundaries. I love that this is what 
young women are like now.”

She talks about her loved ones 
like a professional hype woman. Her 
Instagram grid is peppered with long, 
gushing tributes to her friends and 
colleagues (Justin Long is “one of her 
favourite people in the universe”; Emily 
Deschanel is “made of light and love 
and thoughtfulness”). You get the sense, 
speaking with Lynskey, that she cares 
profoundly about the people in her life 
and hasn’t always applied that same 
kindness to herself. 

Lynskey wants everyone to eat bread. 
She wants everyone to feel like their 
shiniest, most optimal selves: her family 
members, the friends she exalts on 
social media, the girls and young women 
everywhere who get all that ambient 
messaging under their skin. She’s happy 
Hollywood has changed since she 
started out, and she hopes things keep 
trending in the right direction. “I think 
if I’d been able to look into the future 
at the height of my eating disorder 
and seen myself comfortable and in 
this particular body, I would have been 
so shocked that it was possible,” she 
tells me. “To see myself on the cover of 
magazines. I really had a narrative of 
myself of what you should look like for 
those things to happen.”

Recently, a fan shared a photo of 
Lynskey on Twitter alongside the news that 
she was going to play a role on The Last of Us, 
HBO’s hit post-apocalyptic drama about a mind-
controlling fungus that takes hold of the human 
race. Ex-reality show contestant Adrianne Curry 
commented on the post, denigrating Lynskey’s 
body and questioning how someone of her 
physique could outrun flesh-eating zombies. 
Lynskey clapped back hard. “I’m playing a 
person who meticulously planned & executed an 
overthrow of [a government]. I am supposed to 
be smart ma’am. I don’t need to be muscly. That’s 
what henchmen are for.” Looks like she finally 
believes her own hype. 

 Watch Yellowjackets

“I THINK IF I’D BEEN ABLE TO LOOK INTO THE 
FUTURE AND SEEN MYSELF COMFORTABLE,  

I WOULD HAVE BEEN SO SHOCKED” AD
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Strumming banjos, 
line dancing, bolo ties 

– no, this isn’t the 
American South, it’s 
miniscule St Lucia, 
where the country 

and western lifestyle 
has a surprising 

foothold thanks to a 
local music scene that 
puts a Caribbean spin 

on the Wild Wild 
West. Zoey Goto 

meets the island’s 
buckaroos 

PHOTOGRAPHS: ARON KLEIN   

Carib cowboys
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Stetson-wearing men perch on 
weathered bar stools; onstage, 
the main act swaggers out, 
dressed in tattered cowboy 
boots and a 10-gallon hat, his 
oversized belt buckle glinting 
under the lights. As the crowd 
whoop and holler their 
appreciation, Shervon Sealy 
cradles the microphone and, in a 
rich Southern drawl, belts out 
the opening bars of 9 to 5, by 
Dolly Parton. The crowd begins 
to two-step along to the melody, 
serenaded by the twang of the 
steel guitar. It feels like a scene 
out of a Nashville honky-tonk. But look closer: the 
stage is framed by palm trees swaying in the warm 
breeze and the horizon is fringed by blue-green 
mountains. Because we’re not in the beating heart 
of Tennessee but instead on the tropical island of St 
Lucia – a place where the country and western 
lifestyle has found an unlikely group of boot-
stomping stewards.  

Country and western music first won the hearts 
of St Lucians back in the 1940s, when the US set 

Previous page: St 
Lucian country and 
western favourite 
Shervon Sealy at  
Gros Islet beach 
This page, from above: 
The LM Stone Family 
Band; Soufrière port

IT’S A 
DUSKY 

EVENING  
AND THE 

HOEDOWN  
IS IN FULL 

SWING. 
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Prized for its Piton Mountains, it comes as no surprise that the emerald isle of Saint Lucia has captured the heart of many for centuries.
Discover three of our breathtaking, all-inclusive resorts. Sandals Regency La Toc boasts the incomparable Millionaire Suites with
their own private infi nity-edge pool and retractable doors o� ering 180° ocean views. Sandals Grande St. Lucian, located on its own
peninsula, o� ers unobstructed panoramic sea vistas and a sheltered mile-long beach. Sandals Halcyon Beach is home to Kelly’s 

Dockside Over-the-Water Restaurant, an ideal romantic setting for dinner. Here at the World’s Leading All-Inclusive Resorts,
we’ve been perfecting our o� ering for over 40 years, leaving you to sit back, relax and enjoy all that’s included.

STUNNING SAINT LUCIA
An  Allur ing  Emerald  Isle

0800 742 742  |  SANDALS.CO.UK

FLY DIRECT

3 times a week from 
London Heathrow
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This picture and right: 
Linus Modeste with 
his children. Together 
they form the LM 
Stone Family Band
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up two military bases on the island, filling the radio 
with the sound of banjo ballads and down-home 
ditties. The airbases are long gone, but the culture 
of the Wild West continues to strike a chord among 

St Lucians. Today, shops still play 
Hank Williams over the speakers, 
kids learn how to hot-step to Johnny 
Cash and the local airwaves are 
dominated by back-to-back country 
hits on Sundays. 

“The [country and western] scene 
is bigger than ever, as more young 
people grow interested,” says local 
singing cowboy Linus Modeste as 
we walk through the port town of 
Soufrière, with its rainbow of 
painted wooden cottages. Local 
enthusiasm is so strong that the 
musician has overheard St Lucians 
say they’d rather live without food 
than country music. 

While St Lucia’s love affair with 
country music isn’t entirely unique 
within the Caribbean islands – the 
legendary Jamaican musician Bob 
Marley is said to have found 

song-writing inspiration in classic country tunes 
– it’s celebrated here with unmistakable devotion. 
According to Linus, who heads up the LM Stone 
Family Band backed by his four children, country 
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music resonates on the island as there’s a synergy 
between America’s Old West and St Lucia. “Life 
could also be hard here and when there was free 
time, people wanted to make music. The lyrics of 
the songs, about cheating hearts and family 
secrets, that’s the life we were living. And there’s 
also similarities with our traditional folk music, 
kwadril, which uses fiddle and acoustic guitar.” 

Following a childhood where Charley Pride and 
Tammy Wynette were played on heavy rotation, 
Linus became a country star in his own right when 
he won a prestigious Nashville talent competition 
and went on to tour the globe. “There were about 
50 contestants and I was the only Black guy. I came 
out singing George Jones and won hands down!” 
he says, laughing, as we pass street vendors grilling 
fish plucked straight from the sea. 

While Linus favours the older classic country 
tunes from the 1950s–1970s era, there’s a new 
breed of young bucks who are putting a very 
contemporary spin on country and western. To find 
out more, I head across the island – cutting through 
rainforests buzzing with hummingbirds and parrots 
– to meet Zuwena Joseph. 

“US DANCE HAS A LOT OF SWING BUT OUR 
WESTERN DANCING IS VERY SLOW AND 

INTIMATE, SIMILAR TO ST LUCIAN KWADRIL”

Having grown up listening to reggae in a 
Rastafarian household, Zuwena finally found her 
calling as a rhinestone cowgirl when she started 
working as a country dancer 
at the island’s resorts. As we 
walk along the palm-fringed 
beach, waves gently lapping 
the shore, she’s keen to point 
out the subtle differences 
between American line 
dancing and St Lucia’s 
version. “US dance has a lot of 
swing but our western 
dancing is very slow and 
intimate. It’s similar to St 
Lucian kwadril dancing, where 
you hold your partner really 
close,” she says, holding an 
imaginary partner near to her 
plaid shirt.

Zuwena is part of a younger 
generation of islanders who 
want their country music 
served with a generous 
helping of Caribbean flavour. “I still like the lyrics of 
songs to have a Southern twang, but nowadays the 
driving beat is very Caribbean,” she says as we 

Scene stalwarts 
Zuwena Joseph  
and Gillie at a bar  
in the fishing village 
of Laborie
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Anse Chastanet Resort

This luxury beachfront 

resort is all about romance, 

with hillside cottages, 

exceptional scuba diving 

and candlelit al fresco 

meals. Guests staying on a 

Monday night will be 

serenaded by the LM Stone 

Family Band playing a 

lovelorn set. 

Pandarosa Bar

If you fancy trying your 

hand at a few Loretta Lynn 

numbers, head to this 

rustic karaoke spot, where 

on Saturdays you’ll find an 

open mic night. Take a 

perch on a plastic chair in 

the canary yellow and blue 

courtyard and let the good 

times roll.

Coconut Bay Resort 

Catch Shervon Sealy 

working his magic onstage 

every Tuesday night, 

accompanied by a 

high-stepping, line dancing 

entourage at this 

all-inclusive resort.  

Twist Bar

This local hangout is the 

place to hear the island’s 

leading country and 

western DJs doing their 

thing, plus the occasional 

live act, while also filling up 

on stewed pork and grilled 

shrimp fresh from the BBQ. 

Look out for epic barn 

dance nights. 

TAKE ME HOME,
CARIBBEAN ROADS 
WHERE TO CATCH ST LUCIA’S 
RHINESTONE COWBOYS 
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n For more information visit stlucia.org 
 Fly to St Lucia

have an official name yet and it’s not something 
they sell or promote. But you’ll recognise it as soon 
as you hear it in the bars and it sounds fantastic.” 

To discover the next big name in St Lucian 
country music, you’ll need to head to one of the 
popular karaoke bars that speck the island, Shervon 
suggests. “That’s how country fans here connect as 
a community. You’ll find all ages singing country 
music and it creates a really gentle atmosphere 
where everyone is welcome,” says the musician. 
Shervon plans to open his own western wear 
clothing shop on St Lucia soon, catering to 

customers who want to add a little local colour 
(and lots of sequins) to their get-ups. 

I hop back in the car and take to the country 
roads once again, passing signposts for hot springs 

and the world’s only 
drive-in volcano. I notice 
handwritten flyers tacked to 
lampposts advertising 
country and western dance 
nights. I recall something 
Linus said during our chat 
earlier: “St Lucians may flirt 
with other music, but for us 
country music always feels 
like coming home.”

“YOU’LL FIND ALL AGES SINGING COUNTRY 
MUSIC AND IT CREATES A REALLY GENTLE 
ATMOSPHERE WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME”

From top: Shervon 
Sealy at Ma Blanc’s 
and the Irie Bar, both 
in Gros Islet; the LM 
Stone Band on the  
pier at Sugar Beach,  
A Viceroy Resort

pass a colourful rum shack with a jerk pit smoking 
at the front. “When you’re out in the evening in St 
Lucia, you’ll notice that DJs in bars and at parties 
will play a country song but with a calypso-style 
soca or dance hall beat behind it. It’s very fluid as 
there’s not a club or DJ that specialises in this style 
of music, but keep an ear out and you’ll hear it.” 

This musical mash-up is also on singer Shervon 
Sealy’s radar, he tells me as he steps off stage 
following a thunderous encore of Garth Brooks’ 
Friends in Low Places. “The local DJs are being 
creative and playful, mixing country and Caribbean 
styles together. This style of music doesn’t even AD
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Unlock your
dream stay

HOMES  •  VILLAS  •  CHALETS

Discover the � nest homes, villas and chalets in the world’s 
most desirable destinations. With our complimentary 
concierge service included in every stay, we’re committed 
to making your dream stay a reality.

Discover more on one� nestay.com

CARIBBEAN • TUSCANY • ST TROPEZ • CANNES • IBIZA • COSTA DEL SOL • SANTORINI 
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Get the 
party  

startedTHIS SPRING, THE 

SUBTLE ART OF 

PRE-DINNER DRINKS 

IS CAPTURING 

IMAGINATIONS 

AROUND THE GLOBE. 

ALEXANDER BARLOW 

PICKS SOME OF THE 

BEST BARS TO W
HET 

YOUR APPETITE, 

W
HATEVER YOUR 

TIME ZONE. AFTER 

ALL, IT’S NEVER  

TOO EARLY FOR 

APERIVITO PHOTOGRAPHS: 

AARON GRAUBARTSTYLING:
OLIVIA BENNETT

Aperitivo hour
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GOLDEN 
SBAGLIATO 
DANTE, NEW YORK

THE LOWDOWN 

According to long-held bar 

lore, the “sbagliato” – 

meaning “mistake” in 

Italian – was invented in 

the 1960s when the owner 

of Milan’s Bar Basso, Mirko 

Stocchetto, accidentally 

added sparkling wine, not 

gin, to a negroni. But the 

mishap was repeated and 

the bungled riff on the 

Italian classic gave birth to 

a much-loved staple of 

aperitivo hour worldwide. 

In New York, Dante – one of 

the city’s few bars that aces 

Italian-style aperitivo hour 

with its outdoor West 

Village street tables – ups 

the cocktail’s spring-

summer allure with the 

addition of edible gold 

flakes and a herbal, citrusy 

kick from Italicus Rosolio di 

Bergamotto liqueur. 

THE RECIPE 

 1 oz Cappelletti Aperitivo 

Americano Rosso

 1 oz Cinzano 1757 Rosso 

vermouth

 1/4 oz Italicus Rosolio  

di Bergamotto 

 2 oz Prosecco 

 Edible gold flakes 

Add the Cappelletti, 

vermouth, Italicus and 

gold flakes to an ice-filled 

wine glass. Top with 

Prosecco, garnish with 

orange wedge. 

 Fly to New York

48_VIRGINMAR23_FEAT_COCKTAILSv2_OA.indd   4948_VIRGINMAR23_FEAT_COCKTAILSv2_OA.indd   49 17/02/2023   14:3417/02/2023   14:34



WILD 
STRAWBERRY 
NEGRONI
HEY PALU, 
EDINBURGH 

THE LOWDOWN 

This good-times Italian 

drinks specialist on the 

Scottish capital’s buzzy 

Bread Street has fast 

become one of the coolest 

bars in town. Its cleverly 

curated drinks list 

combines riffs on the 

classics, like the gloriously 

conceived Wild Strawberry 

Negroni, which uses the 

sweet red fruit notes of 

Dolin Chamberyzette to 

temper the bitter-boozy 

heft of this aperitivo hour 

staple. There’s also an 

encyclopaedic menu of 

amari or – for the young at 

heart – the cooling Blood 

Orange Sgroppino is a kind 

of Italian-style slushie 

made of blood-orange 

sorbet, amaro, vanilla and 

black-lava salt.

THE RECIPE 

 1 oz Hendrick’s gin

 1 oz Luxardo Bitter Bianco

 1 oz Dolin Chamberyzette

Add all ingredients to  

an ice-filled rocks glass 

and stir; garnish with 

dehydrated strawberry 

petal. 

 Fly to Edinburgh
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ITALIAN PALOMA

MOTODO PIZZERIA, 
MUMBAI  

THE LOWDOWN 

Some of the most creative 

reboots of Italian cocktails 

can be found in Mumbai. 

Surprised? Well, you 

shouldn’t be. Celeb Indian 

chef Ritu Dalmia runs two 

restaurants in Milan so, 

naturally, her new homage 

to home-style Italian 

comfort food, the 

ever-lively Motodo 

Pizzeria, was always going 

to do aperitivo hour 

properly. The bar menu is 

replete with cleverly 

respun refreshers, 

including this 

Roman-accented take on 

the Mexican classic  

where tequila finds an 

unlikely ally in Campari 

and tangy grapefruit juice. 

The result is a boozy 

curative to the stifling 

Mumbai summer heat. 

THE RECIPE 

 1 oz tequila 

 1 oz Campari 

 1.5 oz grapefruit cordial 

 2 oz soda water 

Add the tequila, Campari 

and cordial to a mixing tin, 

shake and pour into a 

Collins glass, top with 

soda, garnish with  

orange peel.

 Fly to Mumbai
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NEGRONI 
CLASSICO 
BAR TERMINI, 
LONDON 

THE LOWDOWN 

The undisputed godfather 

of Italian classic cocktails 

is as old as the tradition of 

aperitivo hour itself: with 

only three ingredients – 

gin, sweet vermouth, 

Campari – it is a bitter and 

sweet homage to 

simplicity. It’s also pretty 

boozy for a 5pm sip (but, 

hey, lower-ABV derivatives 

are available; see Golden 

Sbagliato). Known for its 

negronis, small, 

Italian-style boîte Bar 

Termini in Soho, London, 

elevates aperitivo hour to 

a fine but unfinicky art 

with an elegant, pared- 

back riff on the classic that 

would be considered 

sacrilege to some – no ice 

or orange wedge. The 

emphasis, we’re promised, 

is on balance: all negronis 

are pre-batched to 

perfection at the Drink 

Factory, owner Tony 

Conigliaro’s cocktail lab.  

THE RECIPE 

 1 oz Beefeater gin

 1 oz Campari

 1 oz Carpano Classico 

vermouth 

Mix all ingredients in a 

small bottle, dilute with 

distilled water to taste (to 

recreate dilution of ice); 

store in fridge; serve in a 

stemmed glass without 

ice or orange. 

 Fly to London
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BLOOD-ORANGE 
AMERICANO
CAPRI CLUB,  
LOS ANGELES 

THE LOWDOWN 

LA’s aperitivo hour got a 

buzzy, retro-fabulous 

upgrade last summer 

when Capri Club opened on 

the city’s Eagle Rock 

Boulevard and it’s still the 

city’s go-to hangout for 

in-the-know spritz 

seekers. Pretty much 

everything works on the 

menu here, but the 

standout serve might be 

the seriously delicious, 

summer-ready riff on the 

classic Americano made 

with tangy blood-orange 

vermouth produced by 

Napa Valley winemaker 

Samantha Sheehan. “We 

make our own red bitter 

but Bordiga is a great 

substitute,” says Capri 

Club’s beverage director, 

Nic Vascocu. “Or Campari 

works at a pinch.” Oh, and 

food is no afterthought: 

the arancini (fried rice 

balls) are perfection. 

THE RECIPE 

 1.25 oz Capri Club house 

red bitter (or Bordiga 

Bitter) 

 1 oz Mommenpop 

blood-orange vermouth

 1/2 oz Volume Primo 

sweet vermouth (or 

Carpano Antica)

 2 oz soda water

Add all ingredients to an 

ice-filled Collins glass; top 

with soda water, garnish 

with an orange slice. 

 Fly to Los Angeles
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christopherward.com

We all have that one special place. Somewhere to de-stress. 
To breathe. Maybe, even, to create. A trip to one such location sowed the 

seeds of the C65 Dune Automatic. Updating the � eld watch genre of the 
1960s to something more sophisticated, it boasts a perfectly proportioned dial, 

a handset that delivers precision with every tick and a generous amount of lume 
for after-dark adventures. And the place that inspired it? The ‘White Sand’ dial 

is one clue, as are the coordinates above. Want to � nd out more? 
Do your research. 
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Director David O Russell has become 
known for the sterling line-ups he 

assembles for his movies. For period 
caper Amsterdam he mixes favourites 
Christian Bale and Robert De Niro with  

a celestial cast that includes Margot 
Robbie and John David Washington 
(both pictured with Bale), as well as 

Matthias Schoenaerts, Rami Malek and 
many more (look out for Taylor Swift).

’DAM FINE CAST

 Watch Amsterdam

56
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61–67

69–72

73–76

THE BEST  
OF WHAT'S 
ONBOARD

Check out the 
films everyone’s 
talking about, 
from Fall and The 
Menu to Triangle 
of Sadness.

We’re one of the 
few airlines that 
selects their own 
movies and TV, 
with lots of new 
content onboard 
each month. 
Look out for 
anything labelled 
with a heart – 
that means we 
think it’s the best 
of the best. We 
champion big 
blockbusters, 
quirky shorts, 
binge-worthy 
box sets and ace 
docs. Read on  
for our top picks 
for March.

From the plight  
of Venice to the 
USA’s opioid 
scandal, search 
out fascinating 
docs onboard.

Learn all about  
our boarding 
music with the  
DJ behind the 
playlists that are 
wowing Spotify.
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What’s On

ARE YOU A fan of grime, rock, pop or classical music?  
Do you like dark movie thrillers or light-hearted comedies? 
Whatever you’re into, we have it onboard. But what if you’ve 
got eclectic taste and you like all these things – and more? 

Well, on our aircraft you can create your own bespoke 
playlists for music and watchlists for TV and movies.  
Here’s how:

 Select an album from Music, a TV show from TV  
or a movie from Movies.

 For Music, click on the star symbol next to your chosen track 
or album.

 For Movies and TV click Save Show/Movie for Later.

 Depending on which aircraft you are on, 
you’ll see a tab or star at the top of your 
screen.

 Click on it and you’ll see the 
items you’ve selected.

 Select Music, Movies or TV.  
Now you can work through your 
personally curated list of top 
entertainment at 30,000ft. 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

The entertainment screens  
on our A350 and A330-900 
aircraft are all touchscreen, 

Parental blocking
If you want to block by 
rating or specific content, 
please talk to a member of 
the cabin crew.

Headphones
Using your headphones?  
Our PAs are recorded at 
levels that work with the 
headphones we provide 
onboard, so be prepared  
if you use your own.

Viewing guide
Not suitable for 
nervous flyers

Unsuitable  
for children

Vera  
Loves

but you can also choose to 
navigate our awesome 
selection of movies, TV and 
music with your own device 
too. All you need to do is pair 
your phone or tablet and, hey 
presto, it turns into a remote 
control. Here’s how: 

 On your entertainment 
screen, select the pairing 
button (see left) to get your 
four-digit code. 

 On your personal device, 
select the “Virgin-Atlantic” 
WiFi network. 

 Your device will 

automatically take you to our 
WiFi page. 

 Select Control Your Screen. 
 Select the pairing button 

and enter your four-digit 
code when it asks you. 

 Ta-da! You can now use 
your device as a remote.  

Tune into Vera, our award-winning world of entertainment

 

If you receive a 

message from a seat  

or name you don’t 

recognise, you have 

the option to accept 

or decline it

S E AT B A C K 

C H AT

Languages
Most movies have several 
language options available. 
To find them, pick a movie, 
select the dropdown 
language box, choose your 
language and enjoy! We also 
have a selection of Hindi and 
Chinese movies onboard.

Subtitling
Subtitles and audio 
descriptive titles (AD)  
are available on a selection 
of movies onboard.

SCREEN  
TIME

Onboard this  
month we have

112
Movies

Albums, podcasts  
& playlists

670   

Hours of  
TV shows

302

26
Hours of 

kids’ content

58
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Together, let’s change the bigger 
picture. MPB puts cameras and lenses 
into more hands, more sustainably.
The platform to buy and sell used 
photo and video kit. 
#ChangeGear  

the way we 
see ourselves.

Photography can

Change
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 Watch Fall

“The good news is, dangerous content has now 
been demonetised by online platforms,” says 
Grange. Architects and planners seem to be taking 

note of the trend. NYC recently opened 
two new observation decks – Edge and 

SUMMIT One Vanderbilt – with another 
planned for the Chrysler Building. A 
chimney at Battersea Power 
Station now has a lift. 

So, now you can 
experience the thrill 

without risking your 
life. As Grange says,  

“You shouldn’t be motivated 
to take risks for kudos or 
money. People who climb for 
shock value can do a 
lot of damage.”  

IN VERTIGINOUS HORROR flick Fall, two 
thrillseeker friends, Becky and Hunter, scale a 
2,000ft TV tower. Climbing sky-piercing 
structures may not be everyone’s idea of fun, but 
there’s a whole movement of people who 
genuinely love exploring high-up, inaccessible 
urban and industrial spaces. They even have a 
cool name – “skywalkers”.

But before you go shimmying up the nearest 
skyscraper, you should know that urban climbing 
is unsurprisingly dangerous. Often skywalkers 
will “free climb” – ie scale buildings without any 
ropes or safety gear. The goal is to invade spaces 
that are generally off limits to the public, so 
things can get legally murky, too.  

So why do it at all? Well, roof-topping (as it’s 
sometimes called) has become a popular genre 
on YouTube, where creators like Mustang Wanted 
and Night Scape post POV videos of themselves. 
In Fall, Becky and Hunter are something of 
content creators themselves. 

Just ask skywalker and photographer Lucinda 
Grange – who’s captured gorgeous photos from 
New York’s Chrysler Building, the Battersea Power 
Station chimneys in London or Scotland’s 
Forth Rail Bridge – why she does it: “I 
hope to share a perspective that most 
people don’t get to see. To prove you 
don’t need to travel miles to see 
extraordinary things. To help people 
who can’t, for whatever reason, enjoy 
the glory of our built environment.”

There is a line, however. In the movie, 
Hunter is hungry for likes and ad revenue. 

New thriller Fall examines the 
world of “skywalkers”, who  
climb crazy-tall buildings.  
Andy Hill investigates

61

What’s On
Movies

THE BEST VIEWING UP IN THE AIR

Up top: London 
and on New 
York’s Chrysler 
Building; Grace 
Caroline Currey’s 
Becky clings on 
in Fall

FRIENDS IN H GH  PLACES

“I do this to share
a perspective that most
people don’t get to see”
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BEST KNOWN FOR the international hit Force Majeure, Swedish director Ruben 
Östlund makes his English-language debut with this black comedy about a couple 
who join a cruise for the ultra-rich. Sounds great, doesn’t it? Well, it’s not, because 
things soon go very, very wrong indeed as first the ship sinks, leaving everyone 
stranded on a desert island, and then things take a very – and we mean very – 
visceral turn. Sadly, lead actress Charlbi Dean passed away shortly after production 
closed on the film. Her death marks a bittersweet coda to what is a challenging and 
thought-provoking movie. One word of caution, however: this isn’t one to watch if 
you don’t have a strong stomach.

Triangle of Sadness  
Harris Dickinson,  
Charlbi Dean

147
mins

Letitia Wright,  
Lupita Nyong’o

Black Panther: Wakanda Forever 

This sequel to 2018’s superlative Black 
Panther once again deposits us in the 
fictional African nation of Wakanda, 
where the people mourn their lost king, 
T’Challa, at the same time as they must 
ward off a terrible external threat. 

161
mins

Ralph Fiennes,  
Anya Taylor-Joy

The Menu  

A tasty blend of horror, dark comedy 
and much more besides, Taylor-Joy 
travels to a remote island to sample a 
lavish menu. However, it soon turns out 
that chef Slowik (Ralph Fiennes) has 
more than just delicious food on offer. 

107
mins

Florence Pugh, 
Harry Styles

Don’t Worry Darling  

As the housewife who begins to suspect 
that her perfect community isn’t all it 
seems, Florence Pugh is outstanding in 
this quirky thriller with more than a hint 
of The Stepford Wives about it. Her 
co-star – a certain Harry Styles – isn’t 
too shabby either. 

122
mins

Daniel Kaluuya, 
Keke Palmer

Nope  

Jordan Peele’s last two movies were the 
modern horror classics Get Out and Us, 
so to say this one was eagerly awaited is 
an understatement. Brother and sister 
OJ (Kaluuya) and Em (Palmer) 
investigate a series of what might be 
extra-terrestrial happenings. 

130
mins

Jessie Buckley, 
Rory Kinnear

Men  

We know to expect something – let’s 
just say – unusual from writer-director 
Alex Garland (Ex Machina). This one 
begins in spooky folk-horror style as 
Buckley moves to a secluded house in 
the country – after which things get 
really, really weird. 

100
mins
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OUR TOP PICKS. SEE THE ONSCREEN LISTINGS FOR MORE
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What’s On
Movies

BODIES BODIES BODIES is many things. It’s a murder-mystery. It’s a post-
modern slasher film. It’s a meditation on friendship and a millennial (or is that “Gen 
Z”?) satire. The plot concerns Bee, who attends a party hosted by a group of 
wealthy and suitably photogenic twentysomethings at a remote mansion. When 
they get tired of larking around in the swimming pool and looking gorgeous they 
turn to a party game called Bodies Bodies Bodies. What happens next? Murder 
happens next. Murder, backstabbing, friends turning against each other and a lot 
more besides. All of which adds up to a movie that’s topical, edgy and plenty of 
fun. There’s life in the teen-remote-house-horror genre yet. 

Bodies Bodies Bodies
Amandla Stenberg, 
Myha’la Herrold

95
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Brad Pitt,
Joey King

Bullet Train  

Every now and then comes a movie 
whose aim is simply to stage 
gobsmacking action. This is just such a 
beast. And the fact that it stars Pitt as a 
hitman on a collision course with several 
other assassins on the titular train is just 
the icing on an already yummy cake. 

126
mins

Sam Rockwell,  
Saoirse Ronan

See How They Run  

If you’re a fan of star-studded, Agatha 
Christie-like murder-mysteries, then you 
should be very happy right now – there 
are loads about. This is the latest, and it 
stars Rockwell and Ronan as detectives 
who must hunt down the killer of an 
actor in a smash-hit West End play. 

98
mins

 Watch Bodies Bodies Bodies

1

His sad backstory
Pete’s firefighter dad died on 
duty on 9/11 when Pete was 

only seven. He was so 
traumatised he tore out  

his own hair. 

2

His wacky style
“I dress pretty much the same 
as I did when I was a kid,” he 
told GQ. Only nowadays he’s 

clashing Alexander Wang  
with Balenciaga.

3

His big dick energy
Exes include Phoebe Dynevor, 

Kim Kardashian and Ariana 
Grande, who wrote a song 

called Pete Davidson.

4

His wicked humour
Pete dominated eight seasons 

of SNL, has a Netflix special 
and recently bought a Staten 
Island ferry with plans to refit 

it as a comedy club. 

5

His acting chops
He’s awesome in time travel 

rom com Meet Cute with Kaley 
Cuoco, working on a Ramones 

biopic and crushes it on 
slasher Bodies Bodies Bodies.

Reasons 
everybody 
loves Pete 
Davidson

T O P  5

63

D A R K  H U M O U R
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THE ALWAYS EXCELLENT Plaza is, well, excellent playing Los Angeles 
resident Emily, whose past transgressions are preventing her from getting a 
well-paid job. Falling deeper into debt and struggling financially, Emily takes up the 
offer of earning up to US$200 an hour as a “dummy shopper”. “What’s that?” you 
ask. Good question. Suffice to say her new career is very much on the wrong side 
of the law and before you can say “credit card fraud scheme”, Em finds herself in 
hot water – water that gets even warmer the further into the operation she gets. 
What emerges is a searing, topical and brilliantly acted thriller that gets you 
thinking at the same time as you’re gnawing at your fingernails. Emily the Criminal 
is writer-director John Patton Ford’s breakout movie.

Emily the Criminal  

Aubrey Plaza,  
Gina Gershon

93
mins

Mia Goth,  
David Corenswet

Pearl

Mia Goth, who also shares writing duties, 
is superb in the title role of this quirky 
horror. Pearl dreams of escaping her 
day-to-day life on a farm – but we soon 
learn she has some pretty strange ideas 
when it comes pursuing her goals. 

102
mins

Jon Hamm,
Marcia Gay Harden

Confess, Fletch

Gregory Mcdonald’s comic creation is 
back, now played by Jon Hamm in a plot 
that involves him searching for his 
fiancée’s stolen art collection. There’s 
also the matter of him being the prime 
suspect in a murder. See below right

98
mins

Isabelle Huppert,  
Lorenzo Zurzolo

EO

Polish filmmaker Jerzy Skolimowski 
doesn’t churn out movies, but when he 
does make one, the results are always 
worth a watch. So it is with this drama 
following the life and times of a donkey 
called EO. Plot and story? Not so much. 

88
mins

Idris Elba, 
Tilda Swinton

Three Thousand Years of Longing   

Last time director George Miller shouted 
“action” on a movie we got the game-
changing Mad Max: Fury Road. He’s at it 
again, pushing the envelope with this 
fantasy starring Swinton as an academic 
given three wishes. 

108
mins

Maika Monroe,  
Jake Lucy

Significant Other

A couple take a hiking trip and things go 
horribly wrong. How? You won’t get any 
spoilers from us, but suffice to say that it 
just might have something to do with a 
certain comet seen in the movie’s 
opening. Intrigued? You should be. 

84 
mins
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What’s On
Movies

WE ALL REMEMBER the amazing chemistry between George Clooney and 
Julia Roberts in the Oceans movies, right. That little sizzle they brought to the 
silver screen? So there’s a big pat on the back waiting for the studio exec who 
greenlit this one: a determinedly lightweight feelgood romantic comedy in which 
Clooney and Roberts play a divorced couple who must try – that’s try – to patch 
up their difference in order to visit Bali and stop their daughter from getting 
married. What follows is quickfire comedy with our starry pair in prime scene-
stealing form and being criminally funny. The critics were snooty, but unless 
you’ve got a heart of stone, a missing funny bone and an allergy to the screen 
greats doing their thang, we bet you’ll love it. 

Ticket to Paradise  

George Clooney,  
Julia Roberts

104
mins

Christian Bale,  
Margot Robbie

Amsterdam

David O Russell returns with a mix of 
comedy, history and mystery set in the 
1930s, in which friends who witness a 
murder become suspects themselves. 
Based on a true story, what follows is one 
of the most outrageous plots in US history.

134
mins

Tommy Woodard,  
Eddie James

Family Camp

Harking back to the good old days of 
National Lampoon, two families meet up 
at Camp Katokwah and compete for the 
coveted Camp Trophy. Mind you, when 
we say “two families”, it’s more like the 
two dads in question. Men, eh?

118
mins

novels first 
published in the 
mid 1970s.

What’s his deal?
Fletch is a 
wisecracking 
ladies’ man, forever 
getting mixed up  
in criminal 
shenanigans. He 
first hit the big 
screen in a beloved 
1985 movie 
starring SNL 
legend Chevy 
Chase and a 
significantly less 
beloved 1989 

sequel called 
Fletch Lives.

So he’s a franchise 
star, like James 
Bond?
Kinda. Over the 
years various 
attempts to cast 
Fletch have seen 
big names like Burt 
Reynolds, Ben 
Affleck and even 
Mick Jagger be 
proposed, only to 
be rejected. 

Why the sudden 
interest now?  Watch Confess, Fletch

Jon Hamm – him 
off Mad Men – is a 
big fan. Hamm 
produced and stars 
in Confess, Fletch, 
a slick 2022 
adaptation of 
Mcdonald’s 1976 
novel featuring a 
gorgeous Italian 
heiress, a 
multimillion-dollar 
art heist and a 
hilarious case of 
mistaken identity. 
Pure unadulterated 
Fletch. 
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Go on, who is this 
handsome cove?
Irwin M “Fletch” 
Fletcher is a 
fictional 
undercover 
reporter and 
sometime sleuth 
created by 

American 
author 
Gregory 
Mcdonald for 
a series of 

mystery 
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WHO IS 
FLETCH?

M O V I E  B L U F F
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TAKE ON OUR  
FEATURED FILMS

1

Amsterdam is the second 
film in which Christian Bale 
plays a character who has 
a glass eye; can you name 

the other? 

2

EO is not the first film to 
star a donkey – director 
Jerzy Skolimowski was 

inspired by which French 
classic from 1966?

3

While Black Panther 
celebrates an array of 

African cultures, sequel 
Wakanda Forever takes 

inspiration for its depiction 
of the underwater 

kingdom of Talokan from 
Mesoamerica and in 

particular what 
civilisation?

4

Prior to rom com Ticket to 
Ride, George Clooney and 

Julia Roberts had starred in 
how many films together? 

5

Chiller Nope features early 
moving imagery of a 

jockey riding a horse and 
other references to which 

British Victorian 
photographer famous for 

his studies of motion?

Answers on the right

AN
SW

ER
S:

 1
 T

HE
 B

IG
 S

HO
RT

 2
  

AU
 H

AS
AR

D 
BA

LT
HA

ZA
R 

3 
M

AY
AN

 C
UL

TU
RE

 4
 F

OU
R:

 O
CE

AN
’S

 E
LE

VE
N

, O
CE

AN
’S

 T
W

EL
VE

, C
ON

FE
SS

IO
N

S 
OF

 A
 D

AN
GE

RO
US

 M
IN

D 
AN

D 
M

ON
EY

 M
ON

ST
ER

 (
20

16
) 

5 
EA

DW
EA

RD
 M

UY
BR

ID
GE

 
PH

OT
O:

 G
ET

TY
 I

M
AG

ES

AS THE MAKERS of movies such as The Shallows, Open Water, Adrift and 
Frozen (no, not that one, the other one) know, nothing powers a survival movie 
better than sticking people in what looks like a hopeless situation and surrounding 
them with peril. Enter Fall. There are no sharks in this one. No hungry wolves. 
Instead, what you have is height, as thrill-seeking besties Becky and Hunter 
attempt to climb a 2,000-foot tower. Naturally, things don’t go according to plan 
and the two find themselves stranded at the top of the tower with no means of 
getting down. Do things then go from bad to worse? You bet your sweet life they 
do. But as to exactly what happens next our lips are sealed. See opener

Fall  
Grace Caroline Currey,  
Virginia Gardner

107
mins

Georgina Campbell,  
Bill Skarsgård

Barbarian  

If we were to tell you this one comes 
from the producer of It and The Ring, 
you might expect it to be very scary 
indeed. You would be right. The plot 
involves a young woman (Campbell) 
who turns up late for her Airbnb and 
finds a stranger already there.  

102
mins

Sosie Bacon, 
Jessie T Usher

Smile  

One of the most eagerly awaited horror 
movies of last year, writer-director 
Parker Finn’s debut, Smile, involves a 
doctor who begins experiencing things 
she can’t explain. Trust us, the “smile” of 
the title will stay with you long after the 
credits have rolled. 

115
mins

S C A R Y  S T U F F

M O V I E  Q U I Z
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What’s On
Movies

OUR COMPLETE MOVIE LISTINGS
 A
n La Abuela 
n Accident Man: Hitman’s 
Holiday

n After Yang
n All My Friends Hate Me
n American Underdog
n Amsterdam
n Aquaman

 B
n Badhaai Do
n Barbarian
n Beast
n Benediction
n Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2

n Black Adam
n Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever
n Bodies Bodies Bodies

n Breaking
n Bros
n Bullet Train

 C

n Catch the Fair One
n Chehre
n Cinderella (2021)
n Clean

n Clerks III
n Confess, Fletch

 D

n Dangerous Game:  
The Legacy Murders
n DC League of 
Super-Pets
n Don vs Lightning
n Don’t Worry Darling
n Downton Abbey:  
A New Era
n The Drover’s Wife: The 
Legend of Molly Johnson

 E
n Easter Sunday
n Edge of Tomorrow
n Elvis
n Emily the Criminal
n EO

n Everything 
Everywhere All at Once

 F
n Fall
n Family Camp

n Father of the Bride
n Father Stu
n Fatherhood

n Fisherman’s Friends: 
One and All
 
 G

n G-Storm

 H
n The Hangover

 I
n The Invitation 

 J
n Joey
n A Journal for Jordan 
n Joyride

n Juniper
n Jurassic World 
Dominion

 K
n Kabir Singh
n Kataksha

 L
n The Last Mermaid 

n Lightyear 
n A Love Song
n Luka Chuppi
n Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile

 M
n Mack & Rita
n Mama’s Affair
n Maqbool

n Margaux

n Medieval
n Men
n The Menu 
n Mimi
n Minions:  
The Rise of Gru

n The Mitchells vs 
Machines 
n Montana Story
n Moonshot

n Morbius
n Mothering Sunday
n Mumkin

 N
n Nice View
n Nope

n Notre-Dame on Fire
n The Novice

 O 
n Obara’m
n The One for Sarah 
n The Order of Things 
n Orphan: First Kill

 P
n Passport

n Paws of Fury:  
The Legend of Hank
n Pearl
n Pirates

n Princess of the Row

 Q
n The Quiet Girl 

 R
n Resident Evil: Welcome 
to Raccoon City

n Rogue Agent
n Roy

 S
n Samaritan
n Secret Headquarters
n See How They Run
n Significant Other
n Smile

n Spider-Man:  
No Way Home
n Studio 666
n Suffernama
n The Survivor 
n The Swearing Jar 

 T
n Tad the Lost Explorer 
and the Curse of the 
Mummy
n Teen Titans Go! & DC 
Super Hero Girls: Mayhem 
in the Multiverse

n Thor: Love and 
Thunder

n Three Thousand Years 
of Longing
n Ticket to Paradise
n To Leslie
n Tom and Jerry:  
Cowboy Up!
n Too Cool to Kill
n Triangle of Sadness
n Troy
n True Things

 U
n Umma
n The Unbearable Weight 
of Massive Talent
n Uncharted

 V
n Vivo

 W
n Where the  
Crawdads Sing
n Wòkè
n Wolfwalkers

n The Woman King

 And more... 
n 83
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2 & 3 bedroom apartments from £1,640,000
Completions from Q3 2023
Book your private viewing  |  +44 (0)20 7126 7480  |  triptychbankside.com

Iconic architecture to view. 
Iconic architecture to live in. 

With iconic views of the River Thames, St Paul’s Cathedral and the City, and unrivalled 
cultural attractions of the Tate Modern, Borough Market and Shakespeare’s Globe 
on your doorstep, Triptych Bankside allows you to live amongst icons.
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• 24 hour concierge
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 Watch Saving Venice

fresh daily influxes 
of seawater. Keep 
those barriers up too 
long and the water 
stagnates – a real 
head scratcher, 
especially when you 
remember Viennese 
sewage is pumped directly into those 
pretty canals. Oh, and the fact that local coastal salt 
marshes rely on the tides too – and ecologists 
estimate they’re 50 times more efficient than the 
Amazon rainforest at carbon capture and storage.

What also doesn’t help is that, in concert with the 
rising seas, Venice is sinking – a legacy of thirsty 
20th-century heavy industry sucking deep 
underground aquifers dry. One expert in new PBS 
documentary Saving Venice reckons he can pump 
seawater back into those aquifers and raise the 
ailing city by around 25cm. In the absence of any 
other bright ideas, that must be worth a punt. 

VENICE HAS SEEN its fair share of ups and 
downs over the centuries. Founded by refugees 
from a collapsing Roman Empire, “La Serenissima” 
grew piecemeal on the ingenuity of folks who 
reckoned that by driving sturdy wooden poles into 
their lagoon as makeshift foundations, then layering 
on planks and hunks of limestone, they could 
construct a mighty trading city. How right they 
were. Venice became rich and beautiful – a peerless 
hub of commerce, art and music. 

Like all coastal cities, however, Venice sits on the 
bleeding edge of the climate crisis. Once-sporadic 
flooding – the infamous Acqua Alta – has become 
more common and more damaging. Salt water 
permeates venerable architecture then evaporates, 
turning palaces to crumbs, swamping luckless 
businesses and tarnishing priceless mosaics.

Luckily, MOSES is on hand to tame the pitiless 
sea. An $8 billion retractable sea wall, MOSES, just 
recently installed, has already averted a handful of 
potentially terrible floods. But this in turn creates 
new problems. Venice’s lagoon ecosystem relies on 

From right top: 
Oceanographer 
Georg Umgiesser, 
has been 
studying Venice’s 
tides for almost 
40 years; 
monitoring water 
levels
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A new PBS documentary looks at some 
outlandish efforts being deployed to 

prevent the ancient city disappearing 
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AWASH WITH GREAT SHOWS

In concert with the rising seas,
Venice is sinking, a legacy of

sucking deep aquifers dry
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NAN GOLDIN IS the photographer and activist whose work was known chiefly 
for documenting the gay subculture of the post-Stonewall era. At one time, she 
was also addicted to opioids. First documenting her life and career, this rather 
wonderful documentary then moves on to her efforts to hold Purdue Pharma – 
owned by the Sackler family – to account for their role in the US opioid epidemic. 
Now, whether this reads like word salad or makes perfect sense to you, you need 
to go straight to this documentary and do not pass go, because it’s truly 
fascinating stuff that throws a timely spotlight on a little-known aspect of the 
opioid crisis. The movie is favourite to snag this year’s Best Documentary Oscar.

All the Beauty and the Bloodshed 

House of the Dragon  

Hands up who remembers a little-known 
series called Game of Thrones? Here’s 
the prequel series and, as with GoT, it 
has less to do with dragons than it has to 
do with action, political intrigue and 
Machiavellian plotting.

Box set 60 mins

Documentary 117 mins

Margaret Qualley (the daughter of Andie 
MacDowell) gives a brave performance 
in this brilliant drama series. She plays 
mum Alex, who flees her abusive other 
half and lands a job with Value Maids 
– only to find that she’s traded one set of 
problems for another. 

The English 

From writer Hugo Blick comes this 
acclaimed series starring Emily Blunt as 
an Englishwoman who joins up with a 
Pawnee scout to carry out her plans for 
revenge. As their journey begins, they 
find they have more in common than 
they first thought.

Box set Up to 70 mins

Yellowjackets 

The Yellowjackets of the title are an 
all-female teenage soccer team 
stranded in 1996. What happens to them 
during that time? How do they survive 
their ordeal? For the occasionally 
terrifying answer to these questions 
you’ll have to watch this show.

Box set 60  mins

Maid 
Box set Up to 59  mins

Stanley Tucci: Searching for Italy  

In his fascinating culinary travelogue, 
actor/the internet’s daddy Stanley Tucci 
explores the rich and varied food culture 
of Italy, from Bologna to Sicily. His 
infectious enthusiasm means you’ll be 
itching for a bit of Italy. 

Box set 42 mins
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Artscapes

Ambient visualisations perfect for 
tuning in, turning off and drifting away.  
Episodes screening onboard include 
Sparkle, Ocean Wonders, The American 
West and Drifting Nebula. Also showing 
as part of Vera’s Wellness and Sleep 
offering.

Our world 60 mins

PUT YOUR MITTENS on, we’re going out in the cold as the Frozen Planet II 
team, led by the redoubtable (and twice knighted!) Sir David Attenborough takes a 
look at the icy worlds that exist across the planet. And not just one or two, either. 
No, these intrepid guys tog up and visit frozen deserts, Arctic and Antarctic 
regions and even ice-cold oceans. From polar bears to penguins, snow monkeys to 
Siberian tigers, each species must overcome a unique set of challenges to endure 
its extreme environment. What emerges from the show is twofold: firstly, we get a 
dazzling portrait of world’s iciest regions; secondly we get a timely reminder that 
this is a life that may soon be lost to us. See left

Frozen Planet II 

Our world 57 mins

Art That Made Us

Mysterious fragments left behind by 
Celtic, Anglo-Saxon and Norse peoples 
are the subject of this episode of the 
art-meets-history programme. In Lights 
in the Darkness, experts, artists and 
curators help throw some light on what 
used to be known as the Dark Ages. 

Culture 60 mins

 Watch Frozen Planet II

Cute critters 
from Frozen 

Planet II
Hooded seal
Male members of 

this species rock 
bizarre noses they 
can inflate to ward 
off rivals. When 
impressing a lady, 
a glistening balloon 
of pink tissue swells 
out of their left nostril. 
Hot. 

Pallas’s cat
This moody 

moggy eats gerbils. 
Its fur is the thickest 
in the feline 
kingdom, but it 
gets cold paws 
while hunting and 
shivers noisily. 
Which is handy for  
the gerbils. 

Snowy owl
The alabaster 

Alaskan beauty is 
supremely adapted 
to the chill, with 
feathers on its feet. 
It’s also partial to 
small rodents, 
devouring lemmings 
whole and still 
squeaking.

Chinstrap 
penguin

This dapper lad builds 
tidy stone platforms 
to keep its chicks 
dry and warm, 
which is adorable. 
It defecates in a 
long projectile 
stream, which is 
definitely not. 

1

2

3

4
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Saving Venice  

This fascinating documentary tracing 
the history of efforts to stop Venice 
sinking shows the city confronted by a 
multitude of watery scourges, with rising 
sea levels and sinking land threatening 
to destroy the city itself. See opener

Documentary 53 mins

John & Joe Bishop: Life After Deaf  

Tender, eye-opening and frequently very 
funny documentary exploring how 
Liverpudlian comedian John Bishop and 
his son, Joe, cope with Joe’s loss of 
hearing, while the pair also try to learn 
more about the deaf community.

Documentary   49 mins

This documentary finds attorney Jeffery 
Robinson investigating the history of 
American civil rights. Robinson’s 
clear-eyed and sobering history lesson 
has plenty to say about US society.

Fantasymphony  

The Danish National Symphony 
Orchestra perform themes from fantasy 
films, TV shows and even video games, 
including selections from Highlander, 
Harry Potter, Pan’s Labyrinth, Game of 
Thrones and lots more. Spectacular.

Culture 107 mins

THE MORRICONE DUEL has been described as “the most dangerous concert 
ever”, and that’s not because it was held in shark-infested waters or featured live 
chainsaw juggling. It’s because the music chosen is just so damn hard-boiled. The 
Danish National Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Sarah Hicks, are the dudes in 
charge, with a selection that might well be described as Wild West meets Italian 
gangster. As you may expect, the work of the maestro, Ennio Morricone, features and 
you can expect to hear his classic spaghetti western soundtracks. Also present are  
pieces from composer legends Nino Rota, Sonny Bono and Bernard Herrmann.

The Morricone Duel 

Culture                 75 mins

Duran Duran: A Hollywood High 

Celebrating the band’s four-decade-
long career, A Hollywood High presents 
a mix of documentary – including new 
interviews, behind-the-scenes video and 
archive footage – with an exclusive live 
rooftop performance. Wild boys, indeed.

Documentary 75 mins

Who We Are – A Chronicle   
of Racism in America
Documentary 118 mins
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Clockwise 
from top left: 
Amerie, Kate 

Bush, Kylie 
Minogue, Dolly 

Parton and 
Harry Styles  Listen on Vera
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GET ONBOARD WITH THE BEST TUNES

“MOST AIRLINES, IF they 
have boarding music at all, pick 
mellow instrumental stuff,” says 
audio producer Alan Banks, a  
DJ who’s spun discs alongside 
giants like Paul van Dyk and 
Judge Jules. “We like to do 
things a bit differently.” Banks is 

the maestro behind our monthly boarding music 
playlists – the music playing when you board 
your flight. Lately his sets have become popular 
on social media, and they’re now available on 
Vera and Spotify. We picked Alan’s brains about 
why his playlists are taking off.

Hi, Alan. What’s the boarding playlist for?
It’s about creating positive energy for 
everyone onboard. That means fun, 
quirky and unique tracks from across 
the decades, modern anthems and 
long-lost classics.

Why have different playlists for day and night?
During the daytime we want to boost energy and 
get people in the mood for adventure. At night 
it’s more mellow, setting the right vibe for those 
who fancy a bit of sleep.

CHAIRMAN  
OF THE BOARD
We sit down with DJ Alan 
Banks, the high-flying 
selector behind Virgin 
Atlantic’s legendary 
boarding playlist

Daydreaming from band  
The Big Moon is amazing 
too, check their new album 
onboard.

Do your picks go down well?
I’ve seen videos of cabin crew 
dancing to the playlist and 

some lovely mentions on Twitter. My favourite is 
when I choose something a bit obscure and 
somebody notices. It means 
all that extra crate-digging  
was worth it.

 Rachel @rachill_p
@VirginAtlantic has Cinema by @Harry_
Styles on their preflight playlist for boarding 
and I am now only allegiant to this airline... 

 Nico Muhly @nicomuhly
They are playing Amerie ONE THING as the 
boarding music for this @VirginAtlantic flight  
which remains an absolute BANGER. A good 
omen for a smooth journey.

 Petra Canan Trudell @pctrudell
Playing Kate Bush during boarding...  
@VirginAtlantic understood the assignment.

 Katie @katiekinzakat
Kylie? Dolly? This @VirginAtlantic boarding 
playlist really said gay rights.

How do you pick the tunes?
Multiple factors. What’s happening in the charts. 
What’s going on in popular culture – like using 
Running Up That Hill after Kate Bush’s Stranger 
Things renaissance. Quality new stuff like Joy 
Crookes, a bit of nostalgia from The Cure, timeless 
classics from legends like Mama Cass. 
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ONCE UPON A time, the Afrobeat genre was 
synonymous with the music of Fela Kuti and Tony Allen. 
Add an “S” to make it “Afrobeats”, however, and you have 
a totally new style that was developed in Nigeria and 
Ghana in the 2000s and 2010s, that leans on sounds such 
as hiplife, jùjú music, highlife and naija beats, and has a 
laidback, shimmering but distinctly party-time vibe.  
All of which brings us to the genre’s figurehead,  
Wizkid, who is leading the way when it comes to  
bringing Afrobeats to the rest of the 
world. This is his fifth studio album  
and is perhaps his most upbeat and 
accessible yet. “I’m still trying to shed 
my ego,” he says of it, a process which, 
according to the NME, has produced  
“a masterful concoction”. 

Wizkid  

More Love, Less Ego Hip hop

“Ambient music,” 
wrote Brian Eno in 
the liner notes to 
his seminal 1976 LP 
Music for Airports, 
“… is intended to 
induce calm, and a 
space to think.” Eno 
was a pioneer of 
this revolutionary 
genre that eschews 
lyrics and beats in 

 Listen to  
Ambient Reflections

V I B E S

“As ignorable 
as it is 

interesting”
Why all the cool kids  

now dig ambient music

Drake & 21 Savage

Lately Drake’s become known 
for his deep and soulful raps. 
But teaming up with 21 
Savage seems to have 
released his more aggressive 
side and the resulting album 
is a much more raw affair 
– and is all the better for it.  

Her Loss Hip hop

First Aid Kit  

You always know when a 
First Aid Kit song comes on 
the radio. It’s the one that has 
you squinting at the dial to 
see the name of the artist. 
This, their fifth album, finds 
them honing their deliriously 
melodic indie-folk.

Palomino Alternative

Brockhampton  

In January 2022, self-
professed boyband and hip 
hop collective Brockhampton 
announced they were 
splitting up. This, their 
seventh studio album, is 
therefore their last. Until they 
reform, that is.

The Family Hip hop

Stormzy  

Expectations are always high 
when it comes to Stormzy. 
Why? That’ll be his status as  
a true figurehead for UK rap. 
What’s more, he never 
disappoints and this album 
may well be his most 
cohesive yet. 

This Is What I Mean Hip hop

favour of dreamlike 
synths and 
haunting rhythms. 
Pitched, by Eno, as 
a critique of 
the 
ubiquitous 
“Muzak” 
– aka “lift 
music” – of 
his time, the 
lofty ideal 

of the ambient 
movement was to 
create a new breed 
of “environmental 
music”, suitable for 
meditative 
reflection. Today 
it’s more popular 
than ever, driven 

in part by the 

burgeoning 
mindfulness 
industry – plus 
those wildly 
popular curated 
“mood” playlists 
from the big 
streaming services. 
Makes you think. 
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Experience London living elevated to new heights .
Westwood House is the fi nal phase at Chelsea Creek, an award-winning development by St George, where residents
will also be members of the uniquely appointed Halcyon Club, featuring exclusive wellness amenities and a 31st fl oor
sky lounge and terrace with enviable views towards the city. 

Located in fashionable West London, only a short walk to Chelsea's iconic King's Road and the River Thames.
This fashionable collection of two-bedroom canal side homes in Westwood House are ready to move into now.

Chelsea Creek Marketing Suite, 9 Park Street, London, SW6 2FS

or call
020 4571  6095

Scan the QR code 
to book a viewing

www.chelseacreek.co.uk
Proud to be a member of the Berkeley Group of companies

Discover life on
a higher level.
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Ambient  
Reflections  

Icons: Blondie

Oliver Bruce – Success Is In The Mind
Host Bruce sits down with notable 
people who have, like him, overcome 
barriers both mentally and physically  
to become the people 
behind the business 
leaders they are 
today. 

Jessie & Lennie Ware: Table Manners
Popstar Jessie Ware and her mum 
Lennie host this podcast about food, 
family and the beautiful art of  
having a chat, which 
comes direct from 
Jessie’s own  
dinner table. 
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WHEN IT’S RELAXATION 
and contemplation you want, 
you need to call an ambience. In 
other words, you need the 
contents of this playlist. Curated 
by the most chilled-out minds on 
the planet, it does of course include 
the granddaddy of the genre, Brian 
Eno, who makes an appearance with 
2/1. It would be rude to leave him 

Star Gazing
Shimmering electronic sound 
design and lush modern 
classical meet on this cosmic 
playlist featuring the likes of 
Johann Jóhannsson and 
Vikingur 
Ólafsson 
and more.

Brian Eno

He’s the ex-Roxy Music 
innovator and U2 producer 
extraordinaire, but here Eno 
wears his ambient hat 
(having invented the genre) 
for an immersive set.

Music for Installations Sleep

Jason Solomons Podcast –  
Seen Any Good Films Lately?
Our very own Jason Solomons is the 
host of this illuminating podcast in which 
he asks esteemed 
guests about their 
fave films, stars and 
movie moments.

OF ALL THE bands to emerge from the New York CBGBs 
scene of the 1970s – and we’re talking a crew that includes 
Talking Heads, Patti Smith, The Ramones and Television – it 
was Blondie who enjoyed the most commercial success. In 
part that was down to the band’s lead singer, Debbie Harry, 
her iconic looks and attitude providing a vital focal point 
that many other bands lacked. Mainly, though, it was down 

to the songs. Right off the bat, 
Blondie’s knack was for a good 

hook and whether they 
were in disco-banger 
mode for Call Me or 
Heart of Glass, or 
going full-on punk 

for, say, Rip Her 
to Shreds.

Phoenix

After a quiet few years, 
French indie-dance outfit 
Phoenix return with a 
seventh studio album that 
finds them cranking up 
the energy levels to 11 on 
a series of disco bangers. 

Alpha Zulu Alternative

The Wombats

Formed in 2003, Liverpool’s 
The Wombats have gone  
on to build a huge fanbase 
for their brand of lovelorn, 
heart-on-sleeve indie. This  
EP follows last year’s 
barnstorming album.

Is This What It Feels Like... Alternative

out. And as if that isn’t enough 
to induce a pleasant semi-
meditative state, the modern 
master of the scene, Tim 
Hecker (right), also features, 
with his Harmony in Blue I.
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NOURISHED

Elevate your supplement game with bespoke, 3D-printed 
super-nutrient gummies from Nourished. Simply fill in an 

online questionaire, and Nourished’s smart AI will suggest 
seven premium vitamins, superfoods and nutrients to 

enhance your lifestyle and fast-track your goals. Entirely 
vegan, sugar-free, kosher and halal friendly, each gummy is 

custom 3D-printed fresh to order and shipped in sustainable 
wrappers. Design your own or try invigorating combos like 

the High Flyer with anti-inflammatory HydroCurc and 
Vita-algae D3 for superior brain and heart health.

get-nourished.com

HERE’S OUR PICK OF THE BEST 
PRODUCTS FROM THE COOLEST 

COMPANIES – FROM BEAUTY 
THROUGH NUTRITION TO  

GREAT NIGHTS OUT

The  
Vera

handy
goods 
guide

GUDRUN SJÖDEN
Meet the vibrant Swedish concept label that dances 

to a different beat to many of today’s fast-fashion 

brands. Timeless cuts and dazzling prints express  

a Scandinavian identity fused with handicraft 

inspiration from around the world. Sun-drenched 

botanical prints meet Japanese textile art in this 

inspiring collection. Find your perfect spring look at 

their London store: 65-67 Monmouth St, WC2H 9DG. 

gudrunsjoden.com, @gudrunldn  

FaceGym
FaceGym’s products are designed to help strengthen, 

boost and protect your collagen to improve its overall 

function and production. Their new Active Blast spheres 

deliver an intense dose of vegan collagen to the skin for 

fast-track skin renewal, reduced hyperpigmentation and 

a youthful glow. FaceGym’s Bioallagen SEE is 200 times 

better performing than traditional collagen and offers 

clinically proven anti-wrinkle effect after four weeks. 

facegym.com

MPB
Give the gift of creativity with MPB, an online platform 

for buying and selling used photography and 

videography equipment. Budding snapper or veteran 

aficionado, MPB is committed to making visual 

storytelling accessible, affordable – and sustainable. 

Last year MPB recirculated 400,000 items of kit, 

including top cameras like the Canon R5, Nikon D850 

and Fujifilm X-T4. Snap one up today. 

mpb.com
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P R O M O T I O N A L  F E A T U R E

BLUETTI

Embrace off-grid freedom with a revolutionary portable 
power pack from Bluetti. Bluetti’s attractive, modular and 

versatile system seamlessly draws charge from solar, 
your car battery or regular domestic sockets, offering 
hours or even days of stress-free juice. It’s like having a 
generator that’s quiet, sleek, emission-free and easy to 
transport. With multiple outlets available, it’s ideal for 
everything from charging your laptop to keeping your 

fridge ticking over on a long fishing trip in the wild. 
bluettipower.co.uk

TKTS

Fancy a big 
night up town? If 
you’re heading 
into London’s 
West End you 
simply must 
take in a show. 
And the smart 
way to do it is 
grabbing tickets 
from TKTS. Run 
by the Society 
of London 
Theatre – a 
not-for-profit 
dedicated to 
championing 
live theatre – it’s 
the best destination for grabbing tickets to the hottest 
shows in town. Either book online, or chat to one of 
their friendly experts at the iconic TKTS booth in 
Leicester Square. It’s show time! 
officiallondontheatre.com/tkts

whind

An indulgent 
world of 
sensorial beauty, 
whind is 
launching an 
intoxicating 
range of fine 
fragrance, 
bottling the 
mystery, 
sensuality and 
elegance of 
Morocco. A 
passport to 
wanderlust, 
Néroli Bronzé  
is the perfect 
spritz of citrus for your fragrance wardrobe. Evoking 
the warmth and richness of the golden hour, it’s a 
bright and juicy orange blossom elixir warmed by 
mystical sunset spices. Discover the rest of the 
collection and join the wait list on the website. 
whind.com

DAIMON BARBER 

The home of effortless 
grooming, Daimon Barber 

has developed a cult 
following in high-end 

department stores, and 
prestigious barbers and 

salons globally. Blending a 
luxury feel with a solid 

sustainable ethos, Daimon 
Barber’s grooming range 

– hair, skin, shave and 
beard – balances proper 
science with respect for 

nature. Its latest product? 
This Texture Dust – a 

genuine breakthrough that 
promises to give your hair 
all the texture and volume 
you’d expect from a liquid, 

but in a free-flowing 
powder. Ideal for fine  

or thinning hair.
daimonbarber.com
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arch is B Corp Month. But what is  
B Corp? B Corp Certification signifies 
that a company meets high standards 
of social and environmental 
performance, legal accountability  

and transparency. B Corps measure their impact on 
their customers, communities, workers and the 
environment, and are always on a journey to 
continue improving. To celebrate, we’re serving these 
three premium B Corp brands all month…

The Uncommon
This sparkling English rosé is sustainably made using 
only handpicked pinot noir grapes. Order on board 
via Retail Therapy, or find it in our Booth tasting 
experiences and A339 fridges.

Sapling
Sapling exists to push the boundaries of 
sustainable drinks while making world-class 
spirits. The focus is on regenerative farming, 
waste reduction and eco-packaging. Savour in 
our British Bloody Mary (in Upper).

Nc’nean
This organic single-malt Scotch is verified 
net zero for onsite carbon emissions and 
uses 100% recycled glass for its whisky 
bottles. Order the Gold Wing with Fever-Tree 
ginger ale (Upper only).

M YES,  
WE 
CAN
RAISE A GLASS  
TO B CORP MONTH 
WITH OUR TRIO  
OF SWEET 
SUSTAINABLE SUPS 

We’re gearing up 
for the world’s 
first carbon 
neutral flight

JET 
READY

The Uncommon 
gives 2% of 

revenue to support 
pioneering 

rewilding projects 
local to their  

Kent vineyard
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Virgin Atlantic news and views

UPLIFTING 
NEWS. The UK 
government has 
given Virgin 
Atlantic and 
partners backing 
to operate the 
world’s first 100% 
SAF flight, to take 

off later this year 
from London  
to New York.  
SAF means 
“sustainable 
aviation fuel”, FYI. 
It replaces fossil 
fuels with waste 
oils and fats, like 

cooking oil. Not 
only will this help 
combat climate 
change, it’ll create 
a UK industry 
worth £2.4 billion 
by 2040 and 
support over 5,000 
UK jobs by 2035. 
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Senior Business 
Analyst Monisha 
Kaeley has a 
passion for process 

“I have worked at 
the company for 
27 years. That’s a 
long time! So long 
I like to say I’m 
Virgin red on the 
inside and out. My 
first 18 years were 

in finance, and  
I had some great 
opportunities to 
talk to customers 
and receive  
lots of lovely 
feedback. Since 
then I’ve become 
a senior business 
analyst in 
technology. My 
role nowadays 
involves talking to 

people across  
the business 
– everybody from 
VPs all the way to 
our critical 
frontline staff 
– identifying 
problems or ‘pain 
points’, then 
working out how 
to make things 
work more 
efficiently. So 

there might be a 
system that works 
okay, but it’s 20 
years old, so a 
new approach 
utilising new 
technology might 
speed things up. 
Liaising with 
stakeholders,  
we can improve 
day-to-day job 
satisfaction and 

elevate the overall 
experience for 
everybody. I love 
learning about  
all the obscure 
little corners of 
the business 
– everything from 
pilot training to 
customer loyalty 
programmes. I’m 
like a sponge for 
information.” 

WHY I 
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MY JOBPH
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POST HASTE
A CLASS IN CORNWALL WOULD 
LOVE TO GET YOUR POSTCARDS 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

“MY CLASS NEEDS your help!” says Cornish 
schoolteacher Nikki Jose. Her gang are studying 
world geography right now and would love for kind 
folks like you to send a postcard from wherever 
you’re off to today. Check the address below and 
make Sapphire Class’s day! Nikki’s old friend  
Sam Greener (above) works on our ticket desk at 
London Heathrow. “I thought, why not get the word 
out to Virgin people?” says Sam. “It’s so rewarding, 
expanding children’s knowledge. Plus I’ve always 
loved postcards. It’s so interesting seeing what 
different countries’ stamps look like, so much more 
special than a social media post.”

Crew member Alix Cummiskey loves a  
wild time in the City of Gold

JOHANNESBURG
JOIN THE CREW IN...

Start your morning off with a thrilling 6am 
game drive in the Pride of Africa Nature 
Reserve. Hopefully spot Africa’s big five: 
lion, elephant, buffalo, rhino and leopard.

Grab a steak for dinner at Trumps Grillhouse 
– named after the trumpet-loving founders. 
Enjoy a Dom Pedro nightcap, made with 
South Africa’s famous Amarula liqueur.

The most incredible experience I’ve had in 
Joburg was seeing the African plains from the 
sky. A hot-air balloon trip over the savannah 
is an unbelievable way to see the animals. 

Leopardsong Game Lodge is another 
unique place to spend your evening, sitting 
under the African sky, by the fire pit, with a 
glass of red wine in hand. My personal 
favourite is The Chocolate Block wine. 

PASSPORT 
TO 

CHANGE
We’re on a 
mission to 

promote STEM 
education for 

the next 
generation 

with our 
partners. Scan 
the QR code, 

find our charity 
bag when you 
disembark or 

ask the crew to 
help you make 
a contactless 

donation. Sapphire Class, 
Red River,
Scorrier Estate, 
Treskerby Road,
Scorrier, Cornwall,
United Kingdom 
TR16 5AU

81

Credits

80_VIRGINMAR23_CREDITS_OA.indd   8180_VIRGINMAR23_CREDITS_OA.indd   81 16/02/2023   11:4016/02/2023   11:40



PRETTY FLY FOR A WIFI

1

2

3

N
ow

 y
ou can post selfie

s, binge-read your favourite e-book, brag about your hols to your m
ates, 

or e

ven catch up on some work while flying above 10,000ft with Virgin Atlantic

HOW TO CONNECT

Turn on your WiFi-enabled device and connect 
to the “Virgin-Atlantic” WiFi network.

If you don’t automatically connect to the WiFi 
portal, don’t worry. Just take a look at the 

safety card in your seat pocket to see what type of 
aircraft you’re on. 

If you’re onboard…

  A 787-9 or an A350-1000, open your browser and 
navigate to virgin-atlantic-wifi.com 

  An A330-300, open your browser and navigate to 
airborne.gogoinflight.com

Just follow the onscreen instructions to buy  
a session and then get browsing!

Tweet or take a pic with 
#LiveFromVirgin and let the 
world know you’re 
connected above the clouds. 

MAKING THE  
MOST OF YOUR DATA

SHOUT ABOUT IT

Remember to switch off 
your device’s automatic 
app updates and 
synchronisations. That way 
you can avoid using up 
your data on the boring 
background stuff while 
you’re busy browsing, 
tweeting and sharing.
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170  years  of  
instant  inspiration
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ELIXIR FRAGRANCE COLLECTION

Destination:
The Golden Hour

NÉROLI BRONZÉ

A bright and juicy Orange Blossom elixir, warmed by the mystical sunset spices of Morocco. 
Introducing the Elixir Fragrance Collection, intoxicating fine fragrances for the wanderlust.

Discover fine fragrance & scent-kissed skincare   www.whind.com   |  @whind

Science & Essence of Glow
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